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JUNE
Friday
'LC ‘I'\‘.err.*s one ‘I'hihs Ij\re leu.rh:& from my ?r:ars
of beih& a kid, its that ?'ou have ZERO control

over ?!our own life.

Ever since school let out, T havent had ah?(-f’nihs
Tve needed o DO or qnfwhcre The needed o
BE. As long as the qir-cohdiﬁohiha was workihs
and the TV remote had batteries in i+, T was all

set for a reluxina summer Vacation.

But then, out of the blve, THIS happened—

PACK YOUR BAGS.
WE'RE GOING ON
A ROAD TRIP!




This isnt the FIRST time Mom has sprung a trip
on us without any warming. Las+ year on the first
cln); of Summer, s’ne sa..'c} we were 3oin5 uPs+a.+e
for a few &a?(s ‘o visit Auh‘i‘ Loretta at ‘H\e

nurs.‘nEl hor-:.

T+ wasnt exac'Hy my idea of a fun wa.?! +o kick
off the summer. One +ime when we visited Aunt
Loretta 4 her roommate srdbbed me dh& woul&hli' let
90 until a staffer gave Ker a chocolate ch’? mutfin.

But Mom was Juﬁ b!u-lf-lt.ihs about going to +he
nursihs horn:. A‘i’ breakfast +}~.e next mr'hihs ; s\\e
told us where we were REALLY going.



WERE GOING
TO DISNEY

Me and my brother Rodrick were hu??y, because

we were J:n::n-H-\ dreudihs sPehdihs -H'me ~Irirs+ week
of summer vacation Pinyiha shufﬂaboard at a

huf.sihg hame.

But w}\eh my li+tle bro‘l”.‘aer, Mdhh‘y, hcdt’d about
+he {Bahse n ?luhs, he 'I‘o-l‘dlly LOST . Mem
had +alked up the Aunt Loretta trip so ruch
+hat Mdhhf was dt‘:‘l‘bd“}‘ EXCITED about going.




We ended up POSTPONING our 4rip o Disney
so we could visit Aunt Loretta. You'd think Mom
would Ve learned her lesson about surprise +r'+'Ps
after THAT one.

T know EXACTLY where this road trip idea
came from, because the new issve of "Family Frolic”

magazine came in +he mail -I‘nclla)z.

Tf T had 4o guess, T4 sn?( 90% of e\rcry‘ﬂﬁihs

we &o as a ;qrm'ly comes {ror-: i&eus Mom 3:+S from
+hat rnd.sqz.Eht. A,h& when '_I: saw the latest iS5ue
T knew it was gonha Se‘l' Moms wheels 'l'urhihg,.

.I+



Family Frolic |
ADNENTURE AL,

—

TAKE THE ULTIMATE ROAD TRIP!

The ﬂi?i‘aed through "Famii?r Frolic" a few times,
uhd I hcwe to a&mi’r ; -H-\e Pic-l'ure.s ulwd}fs make

LY

e Fifll

P.\f‘e.':'?(ﬂ\ihs look like a lot of fun.
-'_'_-_-—____-___-_'——.-

W@ﬁ? Pertelct FAN
BARD

nnnnnn

i




But there must be $ome+}\ih3 wrohg with OUR

'Fanﬂ?l, because we can never measure vp o +he

ones +’ney S"\ow in ﬂ*.e mnsazine.

T guess Moms not giVing up, +hou3h. She said
this road -h’i? 1S gonna be awesome and that
s?eh&i'ns a lot of +ime +oseﬂ1er in the car will be
a "bothhan experience for +he whole Fam?l}e.

£.43

T +tried to +alk her into le.'Hihs us do some'ﬂ'\ihg,
NORMAL, like going to a water ?ur'k for +he
Jn)t , but Mom didnt want to hear i+.
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She said the whole point of +this trip is to do
things we've never done before and to have

“authentic” e.x?erie.hce.s.

T 'l'\'mu&*\‘l‘ Mom would ve 1oa?ed Dad in about her
road 'I'r.'? iden, but qP?areh-H?: I was wrong.
Because when he sc-!' home from work, he seemed

Jus-l* as sur?rised as us kids.

Dad told Mom i+ was a bad +ime +o be nwﬁy from
work and ht didn4t want o use his vacation days
unless he. ul)s.olu'l‘el)( HAD +o. But Mom Sd;& ﬂ\ere's
hoﬂ\ihs more im?oﬂ'ah'f +han sFehdihs time wh‘h
y‘(:lur‘ 'anil?l.



Then Dad told Mom he was reall?( ho?ihg to get
his BOAT out on the water this weekend, and if
we went on a road trip, he wouldnt be able to.

Mom and Dad 5&‘!’ dlahs PreH'}/ well in 5ehern|,
but the one 'l‘hihs +hat's Sunruh‘l‘eegj; +o cduse a
ﬁg\\‘l’ between them is Dad’s boat.

A few yenrs 490, Mom sent Dad out to 3:1' Some
mik, but nlohs +he wa.?e he s\Po‘H'ed a boat for sale
in Someones front ynr&. A‘nd IJ:-Fare yau khew it,

‘}’he boat was in our c.Jrrf'uwaPJ.

Mom was mad that Dad didn+ check with her
+"irs+, because hnvihs a boat is a +on of work.



But Dad said it was alwn?rs his dream to own a
boat and that we could sPehd e.\rer)' weekend out

on the water as a -Ifd.rnil?r.

So Dad got to KEEP the boat, and he seemed
really ha??y. But 'H'\i‘nas went downhill fast.

A few Ju.?(s later, some P:o?lc from -1-’.-\:

Honeowh:rs’ Assodn‘l'a'oh khocked on our door.



'ﬂ-\e?f said there were rules in our heia’nl)or}wo(l

u.saihs-l' Bavihﬁ a boat ?ur‘ked in front of ?mur
house and told Dad he had +o move i+ to the back.

The boat sat in the buck;{ard for the whole
summer because Dad was oo Jt:n:sy and didn+t have
time 4o use it. Then, in the fall, one of Dad’s
coworkers told him he'd have +¢ WINTERIZE
‘1'5;\: boat +o ?ra‘l'ec‘l' it from ‘I'}ue cold wenﬂ‘\er.

Dad found out it would cost more 4o winterize the
boat than it cost him 40 BUY i, so he decided
he‘& take Hs c}ndhces. Ahd sure ehaus’n , two
weeks la.‘l‘er, wheh +}\e +emPem+ure droPPecl below
-Fr:ez.i'ns, a bis crack nP?enred in the hull.
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When it started +o snow, Dad rolled the boat
under +l;\e back deck : and it sat +’ner¢ all winter.
Th the spring, Mom started using it to store all

sorts of Junk from the house.

[

—

'ﬂ\e next Summer, Dd.d &scic{cd he was gohha fix
+he boat.
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But when he went to ?ull it out from under the
deck, he discovered a -Fam.'l?f of raccoons living in

our old wnshi‘n& machine.

Dad called an exterminator +o get rid of the
raccoons, but when he heard how much THAT was
gohna cost, he decided to take care of i+ himself.

B?r then Mnhhy had heard about +he bnby
raccoons li‘.‘ihﬂ in the m\shihs rwd.n:H‘nc, and Mom
had 4o step in.
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'ﬂ-\e boats been siHJh3 there ever since. T havent
heard d-h;/ scurryihg sounds coming from under the

deck for a while, so T'm quessing +he raccoons

moved out.

T&c{n?', Mom +old Dad he had +he whole rest of
the summer +o get his boat out on the water, and
he pretty much gave up after that.

Mom said we were gonnha leave first+ +Hh3 n 'ﬁ'\e
mor'h;hs, so we needed to start ?dckins for

‘1*5;1: 'h"i?. 5\1: +a|cl tVer)/o'n: +o br'ihs ‘H\e “bare
essentials” so we could fit eVer}Hhihﬂ in the minivan.
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But IJ?( +he +ime we got all our stuff out in the
dr[vawu.y , it was ?r‘e-Hy clear we had a space Fr‘oblem.

Mom started going H\r‘oush Q-Vﬁl"}“f’nihg and
sorting it into two Files — the '|+\|'h35 we needed
and the H\ihss we didnt. Rodrick was Pre.-H)'
&IsaPPoihﬂd when some of his “essentials” didnt
mdke +}~.e cut.




Mom made me leave a bunch of small stuff behind,
which seemed PreH?' ridiculous considerins that
Mahh?els Plo.s-h'c PO‘H’?’ was coming a|oh5 for the ride.

Whenever we take a trip that's longer than
fifteen minutes, Mom I)I’ihss Mdhh}"S Foﬁy ':jus-l‘
in case. But T get I"E.d"?l uncomfortable whenever
Mdhh); uses it.

Mom wouldnt let me and Rodrick take any
electronics on the trip, even ﬂ\oua’n -H-xe?l {mrel};
take up ahy space.
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She's u'lways sa?(ihs kids these duys dont know
how to socialize because -H'\e?fve cohs-l'ah-l"l.y got
their noses two inches from a screen.

But I'" +ell ?(ou ‘H\IS-‘ \.'-“'\eh :I: l'\:w: l:ids, I'm
gohna let+ them ?ld.y with whatever kind of 3"“13”
-ﬂ\e?f WANT. Tf you ask me, electronics are the
ke?' to -fo.rniiy lmP?ihess.

EVeh mf‘l'er Mom went 'l"nr'ous_h e‘u‘er?’ sihsle item in
the &rwewd.}( and cut out all the +’nih35 we didnt
need, there was STILL way oo much 4o fit in

-ﬂ\e Vah.
I s::saesﬂd we rent one of -ﬂ-\osa sinh‘} recreational

V:Hdes = because we could fit all our stuff in it and

hd\'e room to spare.
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The way T see it, if you want the whole {aniiy +o

get dlohg, everyone needs their own space. And

with one of those SGUPEJ-U? RVs, we could s?ehd
WEEKS on the road without even bum?a'hs into
ohe ahcﬁher.

But Mom said RVs are +oo expensive and ‘H‘\e);
3:‘!‘ terrible gos rnilcdse, S0 ‘l'hq‘l' P"'+ an ehd +o
+hat idea.

Ro&r’ftk said mn.?!b: we couH 3e+ ohe of -ﬂmsa

+railers you tow BEHIND +the car, which sounded
smart to me.
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But i+ was Fre-Hy clear Rodrick was imagining
the trailer as a sort of niri-n?ar‘-rmeh'l' for
HIMSELF, so that wasnt gonna -ﬂ?« , either.

Then Dad rang in with his OWN idea. He said we
coum solve ‘H‘\e whole space issue b}( Jus*l' Pu‘H‘ihﬁ
the stuff that didnt fit in the van into the
BOAT, which we could tow behind us.

T +hink Mom realized +here wasn+ r:n“?( another

oFJrioh, s0 Sl‘qr.' tﬂ.'\l’ELJI in. But Se‘l"l'ir-.S 'I"he boat into
+he &ra'\r:wn)t was easier said than done.
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Not oh|}( did we have 4o take all the Juhl: out of
the boat, but i+ turned out there was a TREE
srowEns ﬂroush +}-\e bottom. i+ +ook *ﬂu’ee haurs
+o Sc‘} ‘I'}*.e boat out from under H\: &eck, ahd

let me JUS‘I’ sn)( Mom did rot emcﬂy go out of her
wo.?l to h:i?.

L

After we got the boat into the drfvewd)', Dad
Fd'h:}'\e& up +he hole in the bottom and the crack
in the hull with some duct ‘h’.?t.

Ijus+ ’noFe were not going dhf\vhere hear water
on this Jr'r‘i'P " -I'}wus}\.
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Because as far as T khow, the boat didn+t come
with any life preservers.

Ay

Even with the added space we Sc'l‘ from the boa-’r,
the minivan was still ?re'H?t full. T shuck my Piilow
on board at the last second, becavse T decided T
was entitled to at least ONE lumr?’ item.

2 '!fisured Rodrick would want to sit in the back
of the van, because whenever we g0 ah?ew}\ere as d
-Fur-ily, he likes o stretch out and take a nap.

E'b‘tr)f once in d wl\ﬂe we Il -Forse‘l' R—o&n’ck i5 even
back +}\ere.
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This Easter, we made it hnifwn?( +hrou5h church
before Mom realized Rodrick never made it out of
the van.

Back w}\eh we }m& a station wagoh, me and
Rodrick used 4o sit in +the way back TOGETHER,
in a seat ‘H‘m‘l’ «Far.ed ‘l'\'\e rear wihciow. But we sa‘l'
in 5.'3 trouble when we P!n?(ed a practical Joke oh
Mom and Dad that ended vp getting us ?uﬂed
over 5;}4 +he police.

When we Sa‘l' in the van +o&n.?1, Rodrick offered
me the backseat.
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T ncceP-fe& before he could chnhe,e his mind, bt T
should ve known his offer was too soo& to be +rve.

Before we Pulied out of the drivewn},’, Mom said
we were +al:ih3 a "sPecial sues-f" along for the
ride. For a second T was worried we were picking
someone ELSE vps because with all sur stuff in
+he van +}\e?f'd have +o sit on the ROOF.

But Mom oPehed her purse and ?uiled out a piece
of paper wH‘h a &rnwihs on it.
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The drnwiha was Flat S-}uhle?(, a character from o
book T read in second grade.

.F|d+ 5+o.h|2}( 15 a {1-07 wha Se-l's 5quashe& b;; a
bulletin board that falls off his bedroom wall in
+he middle of ﬂ‘mc hish*l'.

And when +\\e?! PUH the bulletin board off him,
he's as thin as a Piece of paper.
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5 2 ﬂ'\oug}\'f it was Pre-l-|7' cool that Flat S-hmle?f
could fold himself up and get mailed to his
srahdmd.'s, or have his brother ﬂy him like a kite.

But T'Il Hell you this: T Hat Stanley had
a brother like RODRICK, T guarantee he
wouldnt survive a whole &o.?(.
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L r‘eqily liked the book, but it kind of freaked me

out, too. One 'I‘Hhs it did was give me a JEd'H'\iY
fear of bulletin boards.

ARE YOU SURE

YOU DONT WANT

THE BED? ITS A
LOT MORE COMFY!

THAT'S OK,
YOU TAKE
i1t

Pile

Tn second Smde, e'v‘er?(oht in my class had +o
color in a cutout of Flat S+ahle)( and mail him 4o
a friend or relative who lived far away.

Then +hat person was SuFPose& to take a ?.'t-l'ure
of Flat S'i'ahley in front of SOMﬂ\-‘hs ;h+eres-l-ih5
and mail him back with the ?*w'fn.



My friend Rowley sent Flat S-hhie?r +o a bunch
of his relatives and got lots of cool pictures
back. Rowh?' even sent him 1o his uncle who lives
in Asia, and he took a picture of Flat 5+o.h1e.?( in
front of the Great Wall of China.

; 0 0
..:‘\\\
= ‘,ﬁ

Well, +he first person Mom sent MY Flat 5+ah|e?'
to was her cousin S+dce?', who lives out in Seattle.
But she Froba{ﬂy washt the best choice.

5+ace>( is one of +]~.asz Pea?le w’no hoar’& all sor+s
of stuff 5 like hewspapers and ma.snz.ihl:s, so Mom
s’nouHJ‘Je L‘.mwh ‘H\aﬂ' ohce \\er cousin 5°+ h:r‘
hands on Flat S‘I'nhle?! he wasnt cor-aihs back.
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'1;:&0.?( , Mom said s}\e was sohha take Phoﬁ:s

of our new Flat S‘I‘t‘lhit?! in front of all +he cool
Pldces we Visit ahd ‘I':heh mak: 4 scru.?book of our
‘h"iP. Anc{ 45 sooh ds we so‘l' oh ‘H‘\: hi&}\wq)!, she
started shapping pictures. But she was Probqbly
a little too eager, because her first few pictures

weren+ exmc-H?/ keePers.




When Mom wash+ +dkih3 pictures, Flat S+¢.'r-.|e.7
was -h’.Fed +o ‘1"5\: front air-cohdi’riohiha vent.

All T can Sa?! is, he was 'havihﬁ a lot better ride
‘r’nnh I wads. T’ne windows in 'ﬂ\e back of +he van
don+t open, and the vents were blocked b?( all
our |u33n3:, S0 'I: wasn + SeHihe, ANY cold air.

What made me even MORE uncomfortable was +the
fact that Mom was in control of the trip. Mom
ulwn?(s tries to make '!']'\ihas about eclucd‘h'oh, and
T krew she was gohna turn this axPeriehr.e into
one lohg lesson.

She's been &oihs that ever since T was little. T
remember wheh I 301‘ scra'i'c}\ed b?' Gramma‘s cat

dhd' Mom *'rrie& to turn i+ into a "{'eachiha moment.
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Sure ehoug‘w , & half hour into the +r'i? ‘l‘odnf 3
Mom started in with the educational stuff.

She had borrowed a bunch of CDs from +he lil:rar?!
that teach S?dlm's}\, and said wed use +the Iohs
stretches on the road 4o learn a new |a.h3u43e as

a -Far-u'ly.

LEARN TO
SPEAK /
SPANiSH

FLUENTLY

T, IN\ONY S

Morm's qlwn}(s snyihg +hat |en.rr-.ih3 a &re?sh
|dh3ua3_e is -ﬂ\e best+ +hih3 )lou can do for )faur

brain. ﬂ\n‘f r-ﬁg,’n‘r be true, but 'I: ‘H‘\ihk she Shoui&
leave the actual TEACHING +o the schools.
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Mom decided i+ would be o Sood idea +o expose me
to a 'Foreish language ear|y on, so when T was in
first smde, she would ?u‘l‘ the SPahish-s?eakihg
channels on TV while we ate breakfast.

Mom would rePe.d.-l‘ whatever -H\e?( said on the
+elevision, but when SHE said the words +}~.e?!
came out a litte bit different.

TANGO
HAMBURGERS!

T ended vp learning all sorts of ?hrqses +hat
weren + risl'rh For example, the way ?'ou‘re
SUPPOSED +o say “What's your name  in
S?am‘sh is "Cémo e llamas.” Well, T know that
NOW becavse T learned i+ in m}( middle school
S?ah{sh class.
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But when T was little, Mom +au3h+ me that
“What's 7our name  in SFnhEsh is “Te amo,” which
ACTUALLY means “T love )'ou." L Jus+ wish
T had known that before T said it +o a million
different ?eoPh.

1?;&0.7, Mom \Ph}(ed the first two SPnhish CDs,

but s}me so‘l' {rus+rn+ed +}~.n+ ho ohe seemd to be
?uyiha attention. So sh: swi‘l'ch:& gears an& suid
we were gohha P"’?( d car game she r:uci about in

"’\er hqsa?.ihe.

31



The game was called Al?hnbﬁ Groceries, and you
?ld?’ it like this: The first ?Ia.?'er has +o name an
item you can get at the grocery store that starts
with the letter “A.” The next person Nas +o come
vp wH‘}\ an item ﬂ'\a'l' starts wI'ﬂ\ "B ," and so oh.

Tfa ?lo.?:er CAN'T come up with an item that
starts with their letter, 'ﬂ\ey’r‘e out of the game.

Mom said T should g0 first, so T said ”:’.FFle,"
which T guess was kind of an obvious choice.
Rodrick was up next, but he said he couldn*t come
up with any food that started with “B."

Tm Fr‘e‘Hy sure he was 1fih3 to get out of hnvihs
to ?Hy +he game, but with Rodrick, you never know.
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When Rodrick ao'l' knocked out, the turn went to
Mnhhy ; who came vp with his word rish-l' awa‘y.

Mom started c|d??ih3, bt T \Poih-fec{ out that
"anPh“ isht a real word. She said Mdhh))‘ s Jus+
|znrhih3 +}~.e n|?hdfe+ u.hcl +}1a+ we all he:& to

" w 3
encourage hm.

T quit in protest, and from then on it was Ohl?l
Mnhhy_. Mom, and Dad Plnyihs. i 1 re.a.“y wished
m?l ear?iuss werent buried in rn?( duffel bas under
a FHe of suitcases 4 because +5ne hext }\our and a

half was Pre’n‘?f Pnimcul.
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All that talk of food was d.c+unH7 getting me kind
of }whsry, and when T saw a sigh for a drive-
‘r’nrougl\ th: at the next exit, T asked Mom if
we could ?u" over. But Mom said we wouldnt be
stopping at any of THOSE kinds of restavrants,
because ‘Ph:}/ dont serve "real food.”

She said fast-food ?inces lure kids in with c}\en?
PldS‘Hf_ +ays to +rick ‘ﬂwm into ed+Ih3 sugar and
fat, and we werent gohha fall into that trap.
Mom said she had a MUCH better alternative and
handed me a lunch bna with my hame oh it

GOSD5Y GRS

P.'-.T"-OUS A;?ﬂv; T-'Esr

NU“

ALL MIXED UP |_TOO PUNNY |
Ungeramble the words Q. Wiy ddthe |
Mhmk,rpnu? ,ER' like

AT

MESUMR ELRIANGN "'"""L,f‘_
S1 NFU! raising” $ale!

NAME THAT NOBEL PRIZE WINNER!

SR A

P._E_ _OT. Y S, S
2168 —-—Bh - gt~ i

WrE"d—oen
oXOLWNMO DN
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Mom said she got the MONN?‘ Meal idea from
"Fd.mﬂ}( Frolic,” which T guess should not have

come as a sur‘Pﬁ'se.

Ihsidt the I)o.s was da tuha -F:s\'\ snhdwfch,
ah orange, and a little carton of milk, ?lus
someﬂ'\ihs W'fd??ECI' in tinfoil.

Mom said T had to eat my fruit before T
uhwrn??e& ﬂ'\: +ih1foi1, because +l‘1n+ was m}( "Priz.e.“

But T wish T had Jus+ o?ehe.ci it ris}'\'l‘ uwu}z,
becavse T wouldn+t have eaten the whole orange
i T4 krown the Pri:e wds a ?ncﬁz of math
flash cards.

Rodrick got flash cards in HIS lunch, too, and
we caul& bo‘!’h see w}\ere ﬂ'ﬁs was hende&. So he{or’e
Mom could 4urn the next hour of the trip into a
tutoring session, T ?ullecl out one of the games
Mom had Pdcked in a bis tote baa.
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The game 5 Srabbe& was called T Must Confess,”
and when Mom saw it she got so excited she -Forﬁo-l‘
all about the flash cards.

'I reud ‘l']'\e rules, wh'r.h were ?rt'Hy simPiel One
person takes a card from the deck and reads i+
out loud o ever?(ohe else.

1 Must Confess...

... 'VE MET A
FAMOUS PERSON.

T one of the ?Ia?eers has done the +!-\ih3 +hat's
written on the cnrd) ﬂ\&}! edrh d ?o;h-h Ah& -H-xe
first ?Ia.)fer to get ten points wins.

T was a litte Sfﬂ:P‘h‘cn! at first, but T have +o
admit, the game was qc'fuuﬂy kind of FUN, T
learned a lot of 'H'\ihss about Mom and Dad T

never knew before.
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T found out that Dad had a pet chameleon when
he was a kid and that Mom &):e.d her hair blond

once, which r'e.nlly Su'!"?fised me.

Believe i+ or not, even RODRICK was getting

into ﬂ\e game. He 30'1' a Poihi’ for bef-hs -I'he ohl}(
persoh wha’& ever sle?‘r out o\rerhish‘} for +icke+s
4o a concert, and ANOTHER ?oih‘l’ for getting

a bus stuck in his ear, which T remember like i+
was ?fes-l*erduy.




Dad and Rodrick were neck and neck with nine
points, and whoever scored next would win the
game. Mom seemed reo.ﬂ}y hu???' evaryohe was
getting along and having fun.

Then she Pulle& a new card out of the deck and
rea& it.

I MUST CONFESS
I'VE TOILET-PAPERED
A NEIGHBORS
HOUSE!

I'F“ ?re‘H)' sure Mom 'I'}*.ous,l.'q‘l' no ohe was gohha
get a ?oih'} on 'H'\n"r r.d.rd, because she was alread
ren:{'\ihs for the next one. But Rodrick started

acting like he had Just won the |o+'|'¢ry.
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Mom H‘wu&h‘l‘ Rodrick was |?lih3 to get a point,
but he told her it was TRUE. He said that a
few months 490, he and his bandmates toilet-
?u?ered Mrs. Tuttle's house next door after she
mlied ﬂ*.e ?oii-:.c +o com?lnin ‘ﬂ'q:)f were mal:‘.ihs

+oo

Rodrick +‘\oush+ ﬂ*.e w’nok 'P’i\ihs was ?reﬁ'?‘
Fuhhy, but Mom didn* seem amused.

LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT:
YOU AND TWO OF YOUR
BANDMATES TOILET-
PAPERED AN ELDERLY
WOMAN'S HOUSE?

3



T4 T was Rodrick, T wouldve d‘mhﬂed my s-h:ar)(
real :iuicl: and said T was Just Jokihs around to

win the game. But Rodrick didnt seize his chance
to bail out.

Mom 'no.cl Dad \Pu" over to ﬂ‘\e side of 'ﬂwe roncl,
+hen handed Rodrick her ?hahe and made him call
Mrs. "E;Hle +o o.Po|03|'2.e " which was dwkwdr:! for

e\fcr?'oh: in ‘I'he car.

I™ SORRY FOR
TOILET-PAPERING
YOUR HOUSE...

Aﬁer +Jna.+; it was -':'uFri' n ‘H\e van for a lohs
time. Mom was about +o pop the next SPd.hiS}\ CD
in the stereo, but luc,:.'ly Mahh)( had fallen dsleeP
b}’ then, so she couldn+.
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Tf you wake Mdhh?( up in the middle of one of
his naps, he'll 0 con?le‘rel?f ballistic, and theres
NO mim;hs him down. So whenever Mahh?! falls
asiecP , Mom nhd Dnd cl-o chr)(‘I'Hhs ﬂ'\ey can o
KEEP him +hat way.

, HAS
33 Rer SHUHHHPH!!

SEEN MY—

2 [l

T was |>;3 on haps when T was Mahhy*s age, too.

*\\]'f-

T used +o take an hour-!ahs nap after lunch
e\rer?! cla.;{; d.hcl wheh I s+ar+e:! ?reschooh we \'\a&
an official 'nu.? +ime wherc :ver?(nhe Pu“e& out a
mat and sieP‘I' on the floor.

1ZZ2
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1f you ask me, T think ‘H‘\E}; should give kids hap
time all +the way +hrou3!-\ college. But -H-\ef stop
Jo}ha it after Pr‘es-:hooh which T found out the
HARD wa.?’.

On +the first Jay of kindergarten, after we had our
snacks . I aske& 'i‘!ne +eacher where +he mats were,

so we could lie down and rec}\arse our batteries.

|

But she said kihdersnﬁners dont HAVE nap time,
and T Jr’nc-us}ﬁ she was Jusi' rnqunS a -Fuhh)( J'oke.
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A few minutes later the whole class was makins
paper bus puppets. APP"‘“““}" T was the ohly
one who didn+t 3e+ the han&S-uP about the ho-hap
-’r’nihs i because for "r’ne rest of +Jhe. cla)( evar?'ohe
else seemed fine, while T could bnrely function.

Thm sln& Mom remembered o bn'hs a ?dciﬁer oh
the trip, because as long as Mdhh?z's got one stuck
in his mouth, he can sieep -I'hrous*\ Just about
dh);ﬂ\iha. Mdhh?' lost his favorite Pa-:i:cier las+
th}\'f, but Dad ran out to 5e'|' d new ohe at a
store near our house that sells 949 si-H's.
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E guess i+ looks a lit+le strange, but i+ works

Just as well as a resular ohe.

T"'lqhh); had been slee?a'ha ?edce{uu}( for about an
hour -toénr when we stopped at a tollbooth. Dad
rolled down his window +o get a ticket, and the
vy in the booth had such a loud voice he sounded
like he was s?eakiha +hrou3}~. o MEGAPHONE.

HOPE YALL ARE




Mahhy started to fuss, and his ?aci'ﬁer came
hul-{wy out of his mouth. But iuckily Rodrick
reacted qchkly, and Mahh}y fell back asleep.

T +hink Mom was a little frustrated that Mahh)f
was napping in the first place. She had marked a
bunch of places on her map where she wanted us
to stop and get out for some sightseeing, but now
we had to keeP &rfvihs.

The ?roH:rn T had with Mnhr\?('s hap was that T
ren”)( needed o Se‘l' out of the car and s+re+c,h,
but T COULDN'T.
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T 4ried 4o make rﬂlysel-r comfortable, but with all
the stuff Filed around me, it was ih?ossiHe.

Lt.n:k:'i?zJ y bdck?ar_k was in arms reach behind my
seat, beco.use i+ hn:l some imoks and oﬂ'\er ‘l‘hihss
I'd brousl:ﬂ' +o entertain mysei-F.

Mom's dlways 'l‘r}'}hs to get me to read stuff
-ﬂw.-l"s "e.hric}\;hs ,“ but w’neh it comes +o books 5
T krow what T like. And ever since eiemeh-l'ar}(
school, my favorite books have been the ones in
the Underpants Bandits series.

'n\e Uhder’Pnrﬁs Bandits boaks are about ‘H\es:
+wo kids named Br)n:e and Br’a&?‘ wha g0 back in
+ime and steal underwear from famous F:o?lt S0

‘1'5;127 can ?u‘l' the uh&erPdh‘}s in a museum,
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T know that sounds kind of ridiculous, but the
books are ac+uall?' Pre"H)’ -Fuhh?(.

And just as Van Gogh returned to
his masterpiece, Bryce snatched
the painter’s favorite pair of
boxers, which, thank goodness,
were clean.

15;;%.




The books are super ?o?uld.r with bo?(s at my
school, but the teachers HATE +hem because of
all the “rude humor.”

Whenever a book report was due in fifth 3rnde,
all the bc?!s in my class did theirs on one of +he
Uh&aanhﬂ Bandits books. And that made m?(
teacher, Mrs. ‘Err}t, hate them even MORE.

Qur class ha& a ?rojec+ wher‘e we hacl to write a

letter 4o our -Fn\.'ori‘l'e qu‘l’hor, qhd of course all

+he ba)(s chose Mik Davies.
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But Mrs. "Er‘ry said we had +o Pick someohe
ELSE, so T srabbecl a random book from the
|ibrary and wrote m); letter o an a.uﬂ\or IH
never even heard of before.

March 30th
Dear Nathaniel,
My teacher made us write to an author,
so | picked you. 1 have not read any of
your books (no offense).
Here are my questions for you:
1. What’s your favorite color?

2. What’s your favorite animal?

3. What’s your favorite flavor of ice
cream?

4. What’s your favorite super-hero
movie?

I would appreciate it if you could
answer me soon, because | am getting
graded on this.

Sincerely,

Dy Hfiey
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But T Pr‘obabl‘y should Ve checked the }«ear +he
book was written before T wrote my letter.

May 20th

Dear Mr. Heffley,

We regret to inform you that the
author to whom you have written,
Mr. Hawthorne, passed away more
than a century ago.

As such, he will not be able to
respond to your questions.

With regrets,
2 ¢ M:

Katrina Welker
Publisher

Most PARENTS don't like the Underpants
Bandits books, either.
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Tn fact, the PTA had a meeting +hat )(e.nr‘
where 'ﬂ'\ey cl-e-:i&e.d ?ar‘en'l's' +ax dollars ShnuHh"I'
be us:c{ +o ?ur'chasz ah); of +5ne Uhcler?ahﬂ
Bandits books for the l.'{:ra.ry.

When we came back to school from spring break,
all of the Underpants Bandits books in the Iibrary
were GONE.

'I: hoF: 'I'hcs: t‘-\r.JIUH‘S are .hnﬂ:)f w!neh a w!aoh
Seherd‘l'ioh of bays grow up not khowihs how o read.
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When +he school banned the Uhder?ah-{*s Bandits
books, it Just made them more ?o?ular +han
EVER. Some bo)zs snuck in copies from home and
?dss»«:d +hem on 40 OTHER kids.

oo

One kid even brought in a bootleg opy of an
Uhde.r?ah-l‘s Bandits book from J'mimn. T couldnt
understand a word of i+, but it was pretty easy
o ﬁsure out from the pictures what was going on.

___———'_—__—_‘——\
/’/m EF YUY, ZOBEHD

nNTWaRE, Uo&EEST
Wi L‘?‘l_-n




i nc-l.'ua"?’ wrote to the avthor on m?' OWN Ju&‘l‘
1o el him how much T liked his series.

August 18th
Dear Mr. Davies,

I'm just writing to tell you, don’t listen to
these people who say your books are
garbage, because they don’t know what
they're talking about. [ know a bunch
of kids (including me) who think your
books are great.

As far as the “rude humor” goes, | find
that stuff hilarious, so please don’t
change a thing. In fact, I would
encourage you to put MORE bodily
functions and things of that nature in
your books.

Sincerely,

'I-Jd never written a fan letter like ‘I"hn‘l', and e\'crf
Jn?! when T 30‘!' home from school G T ran 4o the
mailbox to see if Mik Davies hd.d written me back.




i -ﬁ'hull}; got a response almost a ?m,ur' later, and
T was r‘eall}{ excited.

But when T read the letter, it was a HUGE
disaP?oih+mh+.

7~ From THe Desk oF ==
O% mik Davies IO

Dear friend,

Unfortunately, I get so much fan mail
that I'm not able to answer your letter
personally.

But I did want to tell you to be on the
lookout for “Underpants Bandits 24:
Lincoln’s Longjohns,” coming soon to
stores near you!
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T couldnt believe T ?oured my heart out o this
vy and all T got back was an AD.

4055

{ &

T

Even +hou3h +hat whole experience lef+ a bad
taste in my mouth, T still like his books.

At least T get to read whatever T WANT +his
summer. Rodrick’s school gave him a whole list for
require& rea&ihs, and some of +he books look like a
lot of work.

Herman Melville
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But Rodrick’s not much of a ren&er, so he rented
all the MOVIE versions of the books on his list.

Mom said i+s not smart to watch the movie
without r'en&ihg the book, because "r!ne!y usw.ilf
:Enhae a lot of stuff. But Rodrick said as |oh3 as
he 301* -H\e basic i&en, '.he*d be fine.

]: H‘\Ihk his d??raach 15 gonnd cause ?roHEms .
ﬂ;ou&h. "T}\e Lord of H‘\e REhss" i5s oh his Summer
r:aciihs, list, but wheh }\: re‘n‘l'eci ‘H‘\: movie, h:
wash + careful about checkih& ‘H‘\e +itle.

Lords o

DT =i SPIOT
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Rodrick watched the movie TWICE, and after
+5ne second time he 'I'GH Mom +ha+ w’noe\*er wrote
the book must be a genivs. But T'm guessing
Ro&r’;’ck's +ent’ner 5 gonha be ?r'c‘Hy coh(usz&
whch s‘\e reu.ds HS book rcPoH’ in ScP'i':mbcr.

By the time T was done readihs -I‘cda)', i re.a.ll};
needed to get out of the car to prevent my iess

from ?ermaheh-ﬂy cra.m?ihs.

Mnhh}! was sill asiee?, but he had somehow turned
himself all the wnf u?si&t down in his seat.
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When Mom noticed, she told Dad m?fbe we should
stop dr.'vihs for the da?(, so he ?uﬂed off at the

hext exit.

I was renn)e !ookih& 'Forwnrd o eu'h'hs a meal at a4
decent restavrant, but Mom said were on a budse-l'
and +oh53]\+ we were gohha ?ick up our dinner at
d Srocerr store.

Dad found a swpermarkc-f a few miles from the
exit. But Mom was afraid that if the van S'i‘o?fmd
moVing, Mdhhy would wake up and have a . So
Mom wrote out a shopping list for Rodrick and
gave Nim some mhe}' , then Dad drove real slow in
front of the entrance so Rodrick could ho? out.
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Dad had o circle the ?drkihg lot about ten times,
which wasn+ easy since we were fowing a boat.
E.Veh-funﬂy , Rodrick came out with a couPie buss
of groceries. And from the looks of i+, he ?Jcke.d

up Some extra items for himself.

PEACHES WATERMELON

501

When Dad Pulﬁed the van around, Rodrick hof-?e.d

in. Then we started 1ookih3 for a ?hace +o s-h:y
for -i'}-.e hisln-l'_, but ﬂ'\e selection in -I'he area
wash + +}-.a+ srccri'.

ELl  EmoTE,) T

|
caomones| ( MIOTEL

SLEEP TITE




A few of the motels had bis sighs that said
"f’MP( had “Color TN which if ?’ou ask me is not
ah)(‘l'Hhs to brns about in ﬂ'u's Jn)( nhcl age.

Dad ﬁhu.";/ ?u“eci over at a ?lo.r.e with air-
coh&i‘l'iorﬁhﬂ and a Pnol, which sounded pre

Sood to me, es?ecidll?( cohsi&er}hs that T4 lost
about five Pouhds in sweat sitting in the backseat.

T havent 5"!‘:1?@_& in a whole lot of motels, but if
T had to quess, Id So.?e we Ficked ohe on the

lower end of the sPedrum.

The 1ob|>}' smelled like mildew, and the tarPe.-!' was

covered in weird stains.
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But ever‘?!ohe was ‘oo tired +o se'l' back in the car
and look for another ?laca to s-l-d.)r.

We got the ke?; +o our room, and when we walked
in it reeked of smoke. There were little holes in
the comforter and Pillows that T'm Pr’eﬁy sure

were cisnre-l“l'e burns.

Dad picked a towel off the floor, then dropped it
because i+ was WET.

Mom went back to the front desk and asked for
a different room, but the clerk said the motel was
full and that wed gotten the last one.
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Mom +old her in that case we were gohna leave and
take our business +o another motel. But +he clerk
+old her there was a twenty-four-hour cancellation

?D“Cf, so we couldnt get our mhe.?l back.

When Mom returned o the room, she said we were
gonna h:we to +ry ah& make —H‘-.e best of a bncl
situation. 'ﬂweh s’ne and Dad .S‘h"iFPe& ﬂ\e bed

down +o +’ne bare mattress.




Believe it or not, Mnhhf sleP-f 'I'}\rauaan ALL of
ﬂ\is. Mom said 'I‘}'\a'!' if he woke up how, !I\EJ& be
awake all hishi‘, so she was \jus-l' gonna let him
slee? H\r'aush +ll morning.

Mom put Md.hhr down in the middle of the sofa
bed and ?ulle& a blanket over him.

The rest of us were rea"?( huhsr?t , 56 we amPﬁed
out the sro:er‘ies Ra&riclc baus}vl‘. But i+ turned
out he didnt IJL-)/ ANYTHING on Moms list.
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Rodrick was su??osed to get sandwich su??lias,

orange juice, and stuff like that, but he just got
a bunch of ‘H‘\ihss HE likes.

Mom was ?reHy upset +hat Rodrick didnt get

a sihsle ‘l"\ihs on the list she gave him, but his
excuse was that he couldnt read her hnh&wri‘ﬁh\g.
Mom told him it wasn very smart fo get cinhamon
rolls and a frozen pizza, since +hose H’\ihss needed
ah oven and we didnt HAVE one.
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But Rodrick said we colld MICROWAVE +he
Pilza. ﬂ\eh }\e Pu‘l‘ i+ inside the microwave oven to
?ro\.'e it.

A+t least, Rodrick THOUGHT i+ was a microwave.

T+ was -.tc-l'uaily a SAFE. B)’ the time he -ﬁ'ﬂure&
that out, the pizza was locked inside.

GRUN )

- =
T

—

Mom 51:.'1‘: me wl\n‘f was left of hcr msh nhd Sm':{
to go (}awh +o +‘\c Vehéihs ma.ch +o 3e+ 'ﬂ\c
most nutritious stuff I could find.
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And that's how we ended vp eu+ih3 sugar wafers
and breath mints for dinner on the first night of
our road -h"i?.

Suhdgy_
Las+ his)n‘i' we couldnt watch TV or do dh?i“i'}\iha
in the room because Mdhh?)‘ was dSlEt’P on the

\Pu“ou-i' sofa.

Mom wouldnt even let us keep the h‘3h+ on, So
we all sat in the dark for a while until me and
Rodrick decided +o g0 down 1o the le to kill

some time.

\:\[e", ‘ﬂ*.e S:'Sr-. outside H\: motel said ﬂ'\erc was a
?ool, but there was no actval WATER in it.
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And it didn+ look like there HAD been for at
least five ?fenrs.

[ me

L 3 NO
ON BUTY DIVING
ﬂ 1 1 1 L 1 1 1 1 | 1 1 | | 1 1 u
= 5 FEET |

Nl

e

@

There was a hot 4ub near the ?oo| +hat DID have
water in i+, but some 'Famiiy was alreudy using it
So me and Rodrick waited our turn.




Uhfor-l*uhn-fely , the -Fum'l?( couldnt take a hint
that we wanted 4o use the hot +ub, so e\reh-l'uall?(
me and Rodrick Ju$+ went back to the room.

The L'SH‘S were still out, and Mom and Dad were
usle.eF oh the mattress. T guess ‘H\ey mustve been

?re—H‘y exhauvsted, because 'ﬂ\ey were s+l wearing
all their clothes.

With Mom and Dad on the bed and Mo.hh}z on the
sofa, it didn* leave a lot of Sm& s|:eP o?‘h'ons for
me and Rodrick.

We :’necked 'H\e closet for a cot or an air mattress,
but 'H*.cre was ho‘l’\'\ihs.
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Rodrick was one s‘l‘e? ahead of me, +hcu3h. He
sa-ther‘ed vp the sofa cushions and made a bed for
himself on the floor. Five seconds later, he was
out cold.

- i 12223'?_

(."
A

I -ﬁsured 'I'}\: closet was as 500& 4 P|uce a5 a.'ny
for me to s|r.e?, so I 3_0‘1' some towels out of ‘I'he
bathroom and laid them on the floor.

A{'P‘l'er 1?‘4'!"-.3 ‘I'}*.cr: -For' a minute, I r-.o‘!'ic:& a
TERRIBLE smell and thought a mouse mustVve
died in the vent or something.
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T +ried coVering my hose with a washcloth, but
that seemed +o make the smell even WORSE.

T+ was hard enous}m +ryih3 o fall asleep under
those conditions, but then someone in the room
started SNORING. Luckﬂ;h T was PrePnre:{ for
+hat. Mom and Dad BOTH shore, which is the
reason 1 H\oush-l' ahead and broug]ﬁ earPlugs on
the trip.

But i+ was so :ldrk in ‘!'he room I cnuH on|?! -I:h&
ONE in my duffel bas, so T had 4o +r7 s|e.ePih3
with the earplug in my lef+ ear and my other ear
?ressed +o the floor.

suollﬁ'

T— did nc%un”y fall nsleeP for a few minutes, but
woke vp +o some kind of ruckus 50ih3 oh outside.
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When T looked out the Fee?hole, T saw som-}hihs
flash b?r, but T couldnt +ell what it was. So T
cracked open +he door to see what was 3”‘-“3 oh.

T+ 4urns out those kids from the hot tub had
gotten their hands on a dedhiha cart and were

ramming it into a wall.

"



T couldnt BELIEVE these kids parents were
|E'H'F'n3 ‘I';'\ern run wild in -ﬁ\e middle of 'H\E 'nia}\'f,
S0 I s+ePPed out of the room and went over +o

Si\fe ‘I'}\ern a ?i:l:e of my mind.

The littlest kid burst into tears and ran into his
room, and 1 didn+ feel bad for even one second.
But a minute later his door opened again, and his
FATHER came out.




T wasnt about to get ye.'“e.d at 57 a grownh man
in his underwear, so T ran back to our room and
locked the door. Then T Pr‘a?'ad with all my mFsH'
+that the chain lock was strong ehoush +o kee.?
‘\im out.

L

L

T guess the kids' dad didnt see which door T

went into, because he knocked on the wrong one.
Then he Pouhde& on the door ria’gﬁ next to ours
before 3ivin3 up and 30‘.“3 back +o his room.
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Once the coast was clear, T huhg a little sigh on our
doorkrob in case the vy decided +o come BACK.

o Yot
Deozunt

T+ was REALLY hard -Fnlliha qsleep after that,
because thr)/ +ime I }\cnrd Someone ou‘fsi&e ‘ﬂ'\c

cloor, I }\EH my IJI'EU.‘H‘\ vl 'H'\E}! Pnssed b}(
Before 'I. kmw i+, Jr!.'qlz suh was up and so was

Mahhy‘. Mom turned on the television, and
whenever Mnhh)' watches TV, he TALKS 4o it.

T



T was a little nhho}(ed with Mdhh?( blaﬁben'hs
dwd?«, but i guess '_1: cant mmPiaih. ]: vsed 1o do
‘H‘\e same exact ‘I'Hh& whch I Was yauhs:r.

One +ime when L was mﬂ'chihs m}( favorite s}ww,
the }\oﬁ' asked a ciues-h‘c-h.

WHAT SHOULD
I DRAW ON
THIS BOX?
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T was Jus-f Soo-ﬁhs around when T ahswere.d, but
the vy on TV a.-:‘l'unli)‘ RESPONDED.

OK, POLKA
DOTS IT IS!

T wish it never Bu??ahecl, H‘“""S}“ Because for a
|oh5 time after that, T -I'hou3¥\+ +he ?eoph. nside
+he TV could hear e‘.'ery'i'hf-hﬂ T -éaids

AND HOW
ARE YOU

TODAY?

I COULD BE
BETTER. MY
BROTHER
RODRICK—
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Th fact, on my sith *Jir'ﬂ\day , Mom had to sit
me down and have a talk about the difference
between "imaﬂihdr}‘“ friends and “real” friends.

HEY, DID YOU HAPPEN TO
SEE WHAT MY PARENTS
GOT ME? IT'S A BIKE,
ISNT IT? BLINK ONCE IF
THE ANSWER IS YES!

Once Mdhh?l got going in a conversation with his
favorite TV charnc‘}ers ‘I‘his morhr'hs . I knew
+5m:re was no Poi‘n‘l’ in ﬁyih& to fall back dsl:e?.
So T Just got vp for the dd.?e.

Ah& wheh ',]: di&, I. -Fouhcl out "r’ne source of
+hat awful smell. Rodrick had put his shoes in
‘ﬁ\: closet 2 uh:i '_]: "\d& s?erﬂ- 'I'he w!ao|c I"\fg.,h‘l'
brcn'l'hihs_ in his fumes.



But even WORSE was that the “washcloth” T
had used to block the smell was ac+uai|y‘ ohe of
Rodrick’'s SOCKS.

S?mkihs of Rodrick, Mdhh}!ls conversation with
the TV didnt bother him one little bit, because
he Jusi' sle?‘f rish‘f +}~.rou3h all the naise.
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Dad was getting a little restless waiting for
everyone to get going this morning. He's one of
those auys who gets vp every 44}( at the crack of
dawn so he can arrive at his office enrl}( , and +his
whole late-star+t -H\ihs wash + warkiha for Kim.

E.veh'fuall}f , Mom made Rodrick get vp and +ake
a s’n::wer. We went to a &iher ris}ﬁ next to +5na
motel for breakfast, then got back in the van.

Mom said that from now on we were all gonha be
on the same slee? schedule so we wouldnt waste
dh)( more time oh our +ri?. But before she was even

done talking, Mu.hh?: Fassed out in his car seat.

Mom bis P|dh for 'H'.: &n?' was for us to g0 to a
:ouh‘h'?f fair she read about in "qunﬂ)( Frolic.”

Ikl



T4 never been +o “h}’+}"ih3 like that before, but
it looked like it was worth checkiha out.

h@a\mﬁmﬁf 1

The fair was o few hours nwa;(, so that meant me
being cram?nt& in the backseat again, which was
starting to get old. ﬂuhk{ull};, after an hour,
Mom offered to switch places with me.

When I Sa‘l' up 1o the front seat, I couldn+
believe how much ROOM +here was.
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And it wasnt Just all the space +hat was awesome.

]: even }\nd ihdividuni +Em?erd+ure se-H'ihss ah& m?’

owh cup holder.

T went 4o change the radio station, but Dad
sﬂ’??e& me. He said o‘nb« +he DRIVER gets to
pick the music. T didn't think that was fair, but
T wasn+ gonha comPldih and risk getting sent o
"r’n: bnckseﬁ.

J MY TRUCK IS BUSTED BUTJ
JiMY DOG HE LOVES MEJ]
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Dad’s music was ?re-H)/ awful, but the view +o+u|17
made vp for it.

W}\eh )iou‘re in ﬂ‘\: IJo.c,:, yau Joh"l' hn‘u n.h?’ sense
of whu‘l"s q"\edd. SF‘H'ihs vp {rc-h‘l', I }\a& a w}\ole
new perspective and could almost see wl‘\y Mom was

S0 gunhg ho about +nl:ih5 +his road +ri?.

W’neh we took +’ne exit for +’ne cauhﬁ'r’){ fair , we
came to a s+o?|E3h+. We were behin& d miruvan H‘m‘l’

was +‘ne Same exdact rnoclcl 45 ours, ahl)( Pur?le.

'ﬂ\e kids in the van looked kind of famliar. T+

took me a second o realize —H\e}; were the same

ones from last h.‘s}ﬁ.
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T hadnt told Mom and Dad about +he incident
with the kids and the cleuhihg cart, becavse T
was worried 1 wouldnt come out |ookih3 too great.
And -H'\e)" de-ﬁhﬁelf didnt need to know about m?’
run-in with Mr. Beardo.

The kids in the ?urple Vah re-:oshile& me r;shfl'

away, and started mnkihs obnoxious faces.

T wasnt gonha Jus-i' sit there and take it from
+hose li+tle ?uhks, 50 I made o face at THEM.
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The skihh?' one made the same face back at ME,
and the second he did, the Iislﬁ' turned green
and -ﬂ‘\e;i accelerated. When their van lurched
forward, the little kid {ace-?lahﬂd into the

back window.

Dad ?ussed them on the lef+, and Mr. Beardo
got a real sooci look at me.
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LuckﬁyJ the Purkihs lot for the fair was ohly da
few hundred feet up the road. Once we s+oFPe&,
T wanted 1o stay inside until T was sure we

weren+ beiha tailed Jb?e the Pur?'le. van.

But it looked like we were in the clear. Md.hh){
was still a.slee? in his car seat, so Mom said she'd
S‘fd}! back with him and the rest of us could g0

on a.hea.d A

The fair was a LOT different than T ‘l'}'\oush'}

it was gonha be. T ex?ec'l'eci i+ 4o have a Ferris
wheel and a mrr?(*smrouh& and stuff like that,
but instead there were a bunch of tents with farm
animals and booths with homemade food.
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We were 3e-l-’rih3 kind of }\uhgr); nh}ma?r, S0 we

wen+t lookihs for Some'ﬂ'\ihe to eat.

TFEees I
ACON BOMBS |-

.ot

‘ﬂ-\ey hn& corn Joss qh& ‘Frie& doug,l.'\ nh& all ‘H‘\t
stuff }"°""H expect at a b.‘s fair. But then -H-\e‘y
had crazy %ihss like &ee?-ﬁ'.’ed butter on a stick.

T was dc+ud1|?1 siné Mom was still in the van,

because I was ?re++>/ sure ﬂ'\n‘i' kind of ﬂ*.ihs
didnt qun!ify as “real food" in her book.
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After about an hour of wm|kih3 the -Ifdir‘srouhés i
Dad went back +o the car o see if Mahh?‘ was
awake )!i‘.'f, and he told me and Rodrick +o g0

exﬁore oh our own.

The two of us wandered around for a while undil

we came across a tent where there was Sc:me-fhihs

I)ia 304'!".3 oh.

T+ was a Foulest Footwear contest, and -H'\ey
were o#erihs a prize for whoever had +the
nastiest shoe.
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There was a bis line of FaoP|e ready to submit

their entries.

FOULEST FOOTWEAR
CONTEST &I

T +old Rodrick HE should enter, because if
ANYONE deserved 4o win this +Hh3, it was him.

While we were waiting in line, me and Rodrick got
in an argument over who would get to keep the
prize. T said we should split it SO - 50 because it
was my idea, but he said he should get +he whole
‘ﬁ\ihﬂ because i+ was HIS shoe and he was the one
who made it stink.
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Riﬁ}\‘l’ befor: we S_o'l' +to ‘I'he Judsihs +n|:|e, we
reached a compromise where T4 get 10% of the
?rize as Rodrick’s agah-h

Some of +'ne o-l'her shaes |ooke:! a lot worse +}~.nh
Rodrick’s, and T was losing confidence that hed
win. But w}\eh ‘P’nr. Jucises 50‘1’ +to H\e smell test,

it was all over.

-

Rodrick won first prize, which 4urned out o be
a coupoh for one daeP-fr‘ied butter on a stick.
T +old Rodrick he could have it all 4o himself,
because the +hou3'h+ of eating any more butter

made me feel a little nauseous.
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Rodrick asked the judges for his shoe back, but
‘H‘\e?f said -ﬂ\e?f were gonhd send i+ on o the
ratiohal camPeﬁ‘h'oh. So that left+ Rodrick wnikihs
around with ohl?( one shoe. T decided o ex?|nre
+he he.a.r‘b)( stalls while Rodrick was ?cal}s,hihs off
his stick of fried butter.

1
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But T had a SERIOUSLY close call when T
turned a corner and almost ran smack into the
entire Beardo wramﬂy. Lu{kilf, T was able 4o duck

for cover Jus-l‘ in time.




Now that T knew the Beardos were on the
fairsrouhds » T was eager +o 5e+ out of there.

T went 4o look for Rodrick, but he mustve gohe
I)o.c,: +o ‘H‘\e Van. 'I: decide& to ]'\ed.d +here rn?(sel\c,
but on m?( 'ar‘d?‘ out I sPo'H’e& the ‘h‘.‘.‘? of Mom’s

head in a crowd under one of the livestock tents.

Pza?le were Pncked shoulder +o shoulder, and T
‘l'rie& Puslhihs m}( wn?r ﬂraush +to 5:1' +o w’n:re

Mom was.

But when T got hdlfway in, a big cheer went up.
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When T {ihmlly made i+ up to the front, T was
sur?r‘ised +o see quh‘y s+nhdihs in the middle of
the crowd, hol&i‘n& a piece of paper.

A?Pnrehﬂy, ‘H‘\ere was a contest to see who couH

come ‘H‘\e closest 4o suessiha 'Fhe weEs}'\‘f o{ '} }\03,
and Mahh}z got it exac-H?f righ"r.

'ﬂ\e ?rize. for suessiha ﬂ\e hosjs weis}ﬂ' was d real
live bab)r Pig-




Mom e*PIuihad +o the Ju.:lse that -ﬁxefd Just
entered the contest for fun and didnt ac-l'unll):
WANT +he pig.

But the Feo?le in the crowd seemed kind of
insulted and wouldnt take no for an answer.

With all the commotion this was causing T was
nervous ﬂ\e Beardo -deil?! wds gonnd come over
+o +}\e livestock tent to see w’narl' was 305!*\3 oh.
Luckﬂ?q I))l -ﬂ'\eh Mom seemed red.d?l to 5e+ out of
+5n:re herself, ahd we md&e our wn?! +o ﬂw: exrt.

Dad was sitting in the van with the air-conditioning

cranked up, and when he saw Mom cnrr‘yih& a
?53, he was a little +aken b}( sur?rik.
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Mom filled Dad in on how Mdahh?’ woh the pig in
the contest, but he didn+t seem +oo thrilled with
the news.

Dad said we had no business owhing a pig and
that we needed to take i+ back to the fair
imm‘:ci;d'ff.‘.'?(.

But Mom Snid i+ was oo late, because ‘l'"\e ?[3
had n|re:t&>l “imprinted” on Mahhy.
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Dad still wasnt on board, -H\oua]-x. He said a pig is
a “barn animal” and could be carrying all sorts of
parasites and whatnot. But Mom said a LOT of
?eo?ie keeP ?iss as ?ﬁs - nnd S}'\EH ’n:nr& 'ﬂ\:}(}re

J_uﬁ as smart as Joﬂs.

'ﬂ*.eh Rodrick so'!' in on the conversation. He
voted for KEEPING +he ?is, because he said we
cc-uu 3£‘|' -Free bacon 1crom it c\!ery rnothhﬁ : 'I'}\e
wo.?! ?'c-u se‘l' eggs {rorn a c}\ickeh.

So either he doesnt understand how Pigs work, or
he Just wasn+ 'H\ihkihs it all the way -i-]-\roush.

'I. was all in favor of kl:e?ihs +he Pia if i+ meant
we cauH }wrr}( up dhd 3:‘1’ Soihs.
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T noticed a ?ur?la van ?arke& a few spaces away
from ours, and T was nervous the Beardos would

show up any second.

Dad -F.'mlly caved in. He said if we were gonha
fr:ee.? +he P9 it would have 4o ride in the boat.
But Mom said putting +he Pig in +he boat was
"ih,humnhe“ ahd +}\n+ we heeciecl +to -ﬁh& a Pldl’.& for
i+ in the van.

The +Hh3 is, there wasn+ u.hyw%ere +o PUT
the pig in the van. We couldnt just let it roam
free, and we couldn® emcﬂy strap it in with a
seat b:H‘, e;ﬂ‘\er. So Mom ErnPi'iz& out +}~.e cooler
and put the pig in THERE.

Once that was sa++|e&, we ﬂhn"f Fuﬂed out of
+he Pnt’kihs lot.
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After we put a few miles between us and the fair,
T could 'Fi'nnlly breathe again.

But ‘H‘\: ?Iﬁ s+o.r+:d cnusihs +rouble ri&’n‘l' awo.?f.
B}f 'l'}xe +ime we so‘l' {‘.'ack on ‘I'he }xi&hwa?(, it hnd
-h'PPeJ over the cooler and was rooting around in
one of the Mommf Meal Eass.

T had 4o wru.hsle. +he Pig back into the cooler,
and THIS +ime I s*l‘ru??eJ ‘l‘\'\e seat belt across
it so it wouldnt ip over.

Mom -I'risur'ed +he pig was {\uhsr)t, so she said we
needed to S+OP and Sc‘i‘ it some food. Her’ idea
was for us +o 90 4o a restavrant and ﬂ\eh Si\re
‘ﬁ\: ?';3 our leftovers. T]m‘l' sounc{ed |ike a Saa&
Jeql to me, since i+ meant we’d dc‘h..!d“?l Se‘l' +o

h:we a si‘l'*dawh &ih‘ner.
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We found a Plnce 1o eat a few miles away, and
Mom s’m}eed back in the van with the P9 while
the rest of us went inside. But when the waitress
saw that Rodrick was chiy wearing ohe shoe, she
said she couldnt serve him.

OMELETS * PANCAKES

L1
FII!ll

Dad said me and Rodrick could +ake turns using
MY shoe. But T wish T hadnt let Rodrick g0

-Firrl',, because he's ‘I'hr. worH}s slowes+ eater.
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When we 30+ back in the van, we gave +he ?'3 our
leftover corn and \regehbles, w!nich it ate s+rai3]-1+
out of 'ﬂ\e S-I}(r‘o{odm container.

Mom started looking vp places o stay for the
rﬁa}\-i' on H’\e GPS. 5’(\& asked Rodrick 4o call a
hotel 4o see if H‘\e?' had dh?( rooms n‘-‘dildbl:.ﬂn:y
did, but Rodrick blew i+ b?( getting oo s?eci-Fic.

Mom found another P!ace a few miles nwny , and

this time she did the talking.

'ﬂ\e }*.o+e| was Jusi' n-H:r H‘\e +olls. A few !auhclred
feet from the exit, traffic came to a crawl.
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That was a ?r‘nblen for me becavse T had two
bis glasses of lemonade at the restavrant and
REALLY needed +o use the bathroom.

T s?o-HaJ a gas station vp ahead and asked

Mom and Dad if T could }‘\OP out and use the
bathroom, then catch up with the car after T

Wwas dohe.

Dad didnt like ‘1”9& idea because he was worried
that b)f the time T got back, -H\ey might nlredd?!
be +l\rou3h +he ollbooth. By now it was Pre-l-ry
obvious the ?Is needed +o g0, too0, because it was

running in li+tle circles inside the cooler.

Mom Sdic{ 'I: coui& use ﬂ\c I}n‘i'hroom at ‘ﬂ“\c gas
station as |ohﬂ as T I:'roush-f +the P9 WITH me.
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So T +tucked it under my arm and ran across three
lanes of traffic 1o the gas station.

T +ried the handle 4o the men’s room, but it was
locked. T waited for the person using it to come
OUT, but whoever was in there wasn+ in ahy
rus}n +o wrap +]hfhss up-
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T was seﬁihﬂ kind of desPem‘re, so 1 +ried
+he handle o the women's room, but THAT was
locked, +oo.

I ran back +o '1";\: car, w’nic}\ \'\ad ohlf m\rcd
forward about five feet in the time T was gone.

When T +old Mom that both bathrooms were
occu?iecl 4 shz said gas station baﬂrooms are
ALWAYS locked and that T had 4o ask

the

ATTENDANT for the ke:,r.

So T ran BACK +o the gas station and +old
JI"he su?x ot ‘H‘\e desk I needed +to use ﬂ‘me

restroom in a hurry.
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T'm not sure what T was exPedEhﬁ from a
gas station bathroom, but it was nc‘l‘ud.“y a lot
WORSE than T could've even imsihe&.

Gl

Let me just say it was pretty awkward using the
toilet with a farm animal staring rishi' at me.
But the pig was even MORE embarrassed than
I was, because w“\eh it was +’ne P;S‘s turn to g0,
ho‘!'hihs haP?ehe&.

W
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After T gave the key back to the attendant,
i SFO'H'EJ our Van just as it was about to g0
‘r’nrougl'\ the +ollbooth. So T s?r.'h-l-ed all the way
across traffic to get to it in time.

But before T o?ehecl' the dool", T wish T had
noticed 1+.o.+ ‘I'}\e van &i&hl‘l' hd\'e a BOAT
u'l"l'o.c]'\ed +o +.

......

OUR van was nc‘hmlly still a few cars back, and
b}! the time T got inside, the pig looked like he

was about to burst.
L guess Mom was rESH‘ about pigs beihs smart,

becavse when T put him on Muhhy,s \Po-Hy seat,
he knew EXACTLY what to do.
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When we ?ulle& vp to the hotel last hish‘i', T was
relieved that it looked a lot nicer than the ?hcc
we stayed the night BEFORE.

Mom and Dad werent +auk+'h5 r.\h.}( chances on
SEHFhS, +urned qwn?! at the desk because of the
?53, 50 we ke?‘l' it in ‘I'he cooler until we 30": into

our room.
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T +hink Mom fel+ bad about the sleeP situation at
the motel the first NSH', because this time she
rented TWO rooms so e\rer‘yohe would have a bed.

But T shouldve known there was a catch. Mom
said since she and Dad had Mah'n?( in THEIR
room, the Pig was gohha have +o S'l’d)f in OURS.

“__,-F‘

T didnt know what T was supposed to do with the
pig, so T 4ried putting it in our bathtub. But it
started w’n?rn?erihs H\e second j: set it down.

2 i
e }\h “

=
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T decided 4o let the pig loose in +he bathroom,
but when T ?eekeJ inside a few minutes later, i+
had made a TERRIBLE mess in there. And T'm
PT'E‘H'?? sure it ate a bar of soap, “*o0.

T let the ?53 free in the bedroom so T could keeP
an eye on it, but the first +hih5 it did was g0
s+rai3\\+ +o the door cahhecﬁns the two rooms.




E.Vehﬂallf, Dad got sick of all the noise and
o?ehed the door o let the pig in.

T was so tired T fell aslee? before my head hit
+he ?iﬂow.

This morhihs T woke vp to the sound of weird
noises coming from the foot of my bed. At fiest T
+!nou3}1+ Rodrick had gotten vp eari)f, but then
T realized the sound was coming from the PIG.
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T+ had somehow fisurad out how o open the
minibar door and was roo-!'ihs -I"'\r‘oush the mhd?f
un& o'|+\er' shacks ihsi&e.

'I ?Icked ‘l'l'\c ?53 up ahd ?u‘l' it in our bd'l'}\‘l'ub,
+hen went next door to tell Mom and Dad what
hdwehed. But it turned out the 79 had raided
THEIR minibar, too.

Somehow it had even gotten into the DRINKS.
T counted at least three emP-i}l cans on the
-ﬂonr, and don+t even ask me how a Pis mahdsad
to do THAT.




Dad went down to the front desk to tell them
our "Pe-l‘" }m& So‘Heh into the minibar and we
shouldnt be chnrsed for all the stuff it ate.

But +|'\e clerk +o|ci Dnci we were gohha the +to
?d)e -For 'I'hc s*l'u{:{: From ‘H‘\e mihibnr, ahd on ‘l'oP
of THAT, there was a fifty-dollar penalty for
violating the hotels “no Pe-l*" Polic?'.

A'F‘fer the final +q||y 2 "rl'\e Pis ended up cos+ih3 us
more than the ROOMS did.

Mom was eager o get on the road, so she woke
Rodrick vp and told him to get in the shower.
But T Probo.bly should ve mentioned to him that
ﬁ\e Pis was in ﬂ\e baﬂﬂub before hr. s-fePPe& in.
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When we got in the car, Dad was on the ?hahe
wH’n Hs office. A??nrehﬂy, ﬂ'.r.re was Some Sort
of crn:rsehr.)z , ahd he was the ohl?z one who knew
how 4o take care of it.

Mom had ?ldhhed- a bis clu?( for us with lots of
s-h;:?s, so she wasn+ hu??)r that Dad had +o deal
wi*'r’n a work situation. But we H-I' +’ne roncl """"7“""7:
dhd' Dacl- +d|ke& on +he_ Ph‘}he w}\ile he drove.
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Our first stop was a place that claimed to have
the larges+t piece of popeorn in the world, which
ended up hot beEhs +hat impressive. First of all,
it wasn+t a real li:r'er_e. of popeerh, it was a wood

carving, and second, it wasnt even all that bis.

When we got out of the car, Dad s+a?fe& back
on his call. The Pig s-l‘d?'ecl, +o0, slee?ihs of f the
drinks from +he minibar.

_Greetings from the home of the

43 wnnms‘ LARGEST POPCORN HERNEL ) 4

N:x‘l‘ we went to a ?Lnr.: +1-m+'s SUPPOSEM}( "warH
-Fumous" because i+ a'ms life-size -:.nrvihss of all ‘I'}*.e
U.S. ?resitieh-’rs in butter.
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This time Mom made Dad get out of the van and
Join us, but he s-hyed on the Phohe the whole time.

When we got back in the car, Mom let Dad know
it wasnt OK for him 4o be rvissihs out on " famil
time.” Dad +old her he Juﬁ needed to deal with
one more work issue . and after it was taken care
o{: i }\e*d sh'e us Hs 1fu|| attention.

Dad said he was about +o get a call from one of
his international clients and that when he DID, it

was red.")! imfoﬁnhﬁ' for e\rcr}.‘or\e to S‘fd?' qui:-l' 50
it would seem like Dad was in ‘I';He. office.
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T+ didnt look like that was gonhha be a bia Pro’blem.
Mnhh)e was alreo.d?' down for his afternoon nap,

and the pig was sl Fassed out in the cooler.
L~V T L

A few minutes later, Dad’s call came in. You could
+ell by how loud the guy was +d1kih3 that he was
u?se.-l'. But Dacl s?oke in a real even tone, ahcll Hs

client seemed o calm down.

The rest of us S'l’d.){ed as quie-l' as we could. But
then Rodrick 30+ out one of his ?ﬁcks of bubble

gum and ?u‘f all five Pieces in his mouth and
started chewihs it real loud.

Mom snn?PE& her -thaer's to ‘h')( and get him o

S‘I'o? mnkih& S0 r\wch noise.
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But her -ﬁnser snapping was o.d'udll}( LOUDER
than +he gum chewiha , which you could tell was
irritating Dad.

Mom wanted Rodrick 4o get rid of his gum, so she
Prcssed ‘I'}\e button +o open +]'~.e suhroo-lf. But wheh
she DID, the sound of air blowing inside the van
was like a Jet +urbine.

Mom realized she had made a mistake, so she
?ressecl the button 4o CLOSE +the sunroof. But

before i+ shut all the wa?:, Rodrick chucked his
gum 'H\t’oug\'\ the opening.
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The gum baomernhaed ra'55n+ BACK and got stuck
in the gear track of 'ﬂ'\e sunroof.

Mom 'I".I"d.h‘th“){ ?ressed the “close” button, but
+he sunroof was Jnmme& open. A+ that moment,
+he air rushins in from outside &Jslodaed Flat
S‘I'aniey from 'I'}xe vent, nh& "he went \q?(r'ha.

Dn& was :hn".'r'hﬁ a rcnlly Jna.rc{ time concch‘l'ru.‘i'ihs
on his call and was {umbhha with the buttons +o
'l*r?l and shut the sunroof himself.
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But now he didnt have a hand on the wheel and
was steering with his KNEES.

Dad started c}r;ﬁiha out of his lane, and the
driver of a 5.'\u3e 4ractor-trailer let us know it,

chl:\ made Dad clro"? }xis F}\ohe.
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The horn also startled Mahhy, and his Puciﬁer
?o??ed out and onto the floor.

Mdhh}; was suckih& air like \'\e sill ’nnd his ?dci-ﬁ:r
in Hs mu*l‘h, and I knew we had about ten
seconds to find it before he had a full-on tantrum.

'I. sPoHe-:l ‘ﬂ\e ?qci-ﬂer on ‘ﬂ\e floor in front of
me and 4ried to unfasten my seat bel+ so T could
rtqr}\ it. But ihS‘l'en& 'I: ncci&chﬂ'quy uhl}uckltJ +‘hc
seat bel+ holding the COOLER in place.

Dad was trying to reach for his phone at the
same time, and he Jerke& the car to the left,
which made the cooler tip over.
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Now it was total chaos. The pig was loose, Mdahh?(
was cryiha, and Dad was cursing because he couldn+t

reacln his ?‘\ohe.

But the main ?roblen was the PIG. T+ was
soiha bananas 1 ruhh;ha nrouhd on 'H'\e floor ahd
squealing like crazy. E.Ver}mhe was +r?rEhs to srnb
i, but the pig was +too 5|i??e.r}t.

Then, all of a sudden, the P9 went quiet. And
when he Poﬂ:e& back up, we knew w!n?l.

5UCK
SUCK

—_— —_—
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T reached out real slowl)r and ﬂucked Mahh?('s
?ud-ﬁ'er out of the ?:'3'5 mouth. And 'H-m‘!"s w\'\eh
it BIT me.

T guess +he P9 decided this was its chance +o
make a run for it. T4 ho??ed up oh Mdhh}z's seat
and tried o squeeze -H-\rough the window, which

wds o?eh a U"d(l’i.

WIRIGGLE
(e8]

IRH:—

pAr

M

'ﬂ\e ?is, mhns:& to 3:1' its h:n& and front L:Ss
out the window and wouldve made i+ ALL +he
way out if Mom hadnt Jum?ed over her seat and
3rabbed its hind legs.

120



But when she !uhee& for the P9 she kicked a
button on the stereo, and now we had +he SPnhish
cD Harihs at full volume.

POR FAVOR, HABLE
MAS DESPACIO.

The whole time, Dad was swcrvihs all over +the
?lqce. E.Vch‘l'ud“?(, Mom got +he P9 back inside
and closed Manny's window. Dad md.hqstd +o
pull the van over and 4urn off the stereo.

'}:‘i' was quiei‘ ih ‘I"\e car for a full minute wl\ﬂe
:\rer;fone causlﬂ' ﬂ\.&'r brea*r’n. Dnd was req“?! mnr.]r
‘1*5na.+ we mssc& up his business cd", nha ‘\e let us
know it.
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But he ?ro{:-d.H}; shouldve made sure his ?hohe was
off first. Pecause when he ?u+ it to his ear, his
client was still on the other end.

Tasdy
After Dad’s work-call disaster yes*!‘erclu}z, he and
Mom had a lohs +alk cutside the car. Then H\e‘y

got back in, and we drove in silence for a while.

A half hour later we ?ulieé into the ?nrk.'hs lot
of a ?eﬂihs zoo. Mom o?ehtd the side door and
took the cooler with the pig in it out of the van.

PETTING Z(

ENTR

i
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Mom went inside, and five minutes later she came

out with an amP-I?( cooler.

Personn”w T wasnt sad to see the Pig 90, but

Mdhh)a‘ was a different s+cr7.

'I.'m not so sure Mom was &oihs ‘H‘\E Peﬂ’ihs 200
dhy favors {':y c{ohn-ﬁhg a ?;3 that bites kids.

And S?Edkihs of which, my ‘Fihsgr was reaﬂy
KILLING me.

Dad said that the P9 ?r'o{':-a.ﬂy‘ hadnt had a.'n?!

immunizations and m'sH even hnve rnbiea which
was NOT what T wanted o hear.
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Tve seen ehoug'n horror movies to khow that when
a person gets bit b?r an ahimal , ho'ﬂ'\ihg sood
comes of it. The LAST thing T need is +o turn
into some k?h& of wer’c-Pis e becnusa ‘Hm’r couH
ren")f mess up my c{n'}ihs life.

Chez “Henri

[~
)
]
]
e
B

Mom took a look at my {ihser, and T could +ell
she was a little worried. She said we should find
a doctor to check i+ out ¥ which didnt calm ny

nerves dhy.

Mom +r::& to -F-hd ah emrschc)frcdrc ?lnc: on
the GPS, but there was nothing within a fifty-

mile radivs.
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But she DID find a VETERINARIAN'S office
five minutes vp 'ﬂ\e road.

5}\: sai& a Veterinarian wouH !nd.‘v'e 'ﬂ‘\c Same s+u1f1f
as d resu|u.r dac‘l’or, but a vet could o.c‘l'uu“?f be
BETTER because 'H'\e?: miﬂ}\'l' know a 'I'Hhs or
two about P9 bites.

T hahzsi'l); +hou3}x+ Mom was Jakir\s around about
‘ﬂm's veterinarian ‘I'hihs, but she was ded& SErious.
And a few minutes later we Puned into the
?drkihs lot.

VETERINARIAN

Mom talked to the receptionist at the front desk
while the rest of us waited on a bench.
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A minute later Mom came back with a ch’Pbcnrd
and some ?aFerwork to fill out.

AH I can so.)( is, 'l—. }\aPe 'I'Hs s-l'u-g rjo:sh*‘} 3:‘!’
med oh rr?‘ F:rmnheh‘l' recor&, because if i+ crops
vp later in life, it could be embdrrnssiha.

Emergency Pet Care

Patient Registration

{t n

Pet’s name: 2 hn%:
Owner’s name: Mﬂ%

Species: N.wm.am..

Last vaccination: %m&aﬂg/i

History of worms? Yes B No [J

a» a toddf,,

Last rabies shot: N /A

Spayed/Neutered? Yes 0 NoX
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Once Mom handed in the forms, the receptionist
told me T could sit with the other '*?a+ieh+s" +o
wait for the doctor.

You'& ‘I'H‘nk 'I'A SE‘I' some sort of Pn’ori‘fy because
Ilm a .humnh beihs, but I 30'!' Pu‘l’ behi‘nd a serbﬂ
that had swallowed a cigarette and a cat that
got its face stuck in a yo&uﬁ container.

7

W’neh we ha& our &os 3 Sweeri‘ie; Mom ’nnd to take
“\im to ‘ﬂ‘\e vet a buhch of times for szﬂ':'ha into

stuff he wasnt su??osed to eat. But the LAST

time she took him, she didn+ remll}; need o.

Mom l\dd found a I::uhr.’n of em?'f)' ::Hop’nnh:
wrappers from a ?q-:k of whoo?ie ?;ES in the laund
room, nhc{ sl-\e ﬁﬂur’:d Sweetie hﬂ.d eaten Jf!.'\Er'l.
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A?Fareh'ﬂy , chocolate is like POISON 4o a
clos , so Mom rushed him to the vet +o get his
s+amo.c}~. Pum?ecl.

When Mom brousl-rt Sweetie home from the vet,
she told me he had gotten into the whoopie pies.
T felt kind of bad, becavse T was the one who
ate them , not the dos.

Ahcll from w}\ﬁ' I'Ve 'hea.rcl , seHihs }'our st-rnnc}\

?UmPeJ isnt a real ?ieasah‘r exPcriehce.
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T feel like my visit to the vet was ?aybnr.k for
the whoa?ia pie incident, es?ecially when the nurse
weis]\ed me on the same scale 'H“.e?' use for DOGS.

sRILL

The nurse +ook r-:y +am?ern-h.-re, 400, and had
me hold the thermometer under m}f +ohsue for
-ﬂ-.ir-r?e seconds.

\\f,nch 'I: So‘l' bn:i’. +o 'I'l'*.: wqi'l'ihﬂ ared, Rodrﬁck
told me that when -H-\ey take an ANIMAL'S
+er-1?era+ure, -ﬂ\er stick the thermometer
snmewher: ELSE, and *ﬂwer ?robnblf use ﬂk’n:

same one for all +’n:ir Pd.‘l'ieh‘l's.
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T was worried Rodrick rm'e_’n‘r be rish'h but then
T realized this information was t_ornihS from a 5-,7!
who was eating 3¢.er| ?elle’rs.

CRUNCH
CRUNCH
b S

Twice while we were waiting at the vet's, Mann
bolted out the front door, and both times Dad
3l’dbbad him before he get too far. T +hink
Mdhh}( was ?re.Hy mad about us |eavihﬂ his P19
at the Pa-r-ﬁhs 200, and he was acting out.

BOARDING +
GROOMING

. -

When T was I“".ahh)e's age, T used o get mad at
Mom and Dad and +r): to run awn}( all +he time.
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T remember once when we were in the chahsihs
room at the Poo| and Mom was ing to make

me wear d baﬂ'\ihﬂ sut T didnt like. T ook off
running, but T wasn+ r‘e.u.ﬂf -I'}xihkihs about where
T was GOING.

LTI
L
=i

RODRICK used 4o run away a lot, oo, When he
was in first grade, he'd take off every dd}' at the
same time, but he'd come back home when Mom +old

Hm th favorite TV show wds on.




When Muhh)f tried to run away THIRD +ime
"rocla.?l , Mom bc-ush‘l' a retractable leash at the
front desk +o +r)¢ and kee? him under control.

Mom alse got a bahdasa for Rodrick’s foot so we

could start goihg into restavrants as 4 Fam'l}; again.

Fiha."f . ‘|+.e veterinarian was r'end?»‘ ‘o see me, o.r-.&
+he nurse led us into the exam room. M)f ?nlms

S‘h:r“l'cd seJr‘l'ihﬂ Swed‘l'y i because ']: n|wu.?15 3:1' a
little nervous wl\eh it's time to see the doctor.
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Tm ot a IJES fan of needles, and Mom knows
it. So whenever T need to get a flu shot or
snme‘!'}\ins, Mom doesnt tell me its coming.

Ah& b?/ 'I'}\e +ime I ﬁe_ure out wha‘l'*s Soihs on,
it's too late.

HEY, IS THAT
A HOT-AIR
BALLOON?

But there weren+ nh)x shots this time around.
Mom +old the vet what had happened, and she
took a look at my 'Fihsar.

'ﬂ\e vet said ﬂ"cre was ho‘l"nih& +o war‘ry about
since the ?isls teeth hadnt broken the skin.
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She put some antibacterial ointment on my 'fihgar
Jus-i‘ to be safe and then sent me on m?‘ wd?'.

1. gotta say, T was Pre-H?r im?rasse& b}; the
whole veterinarian experience. The doctor was no-

nonsense and didn+ ambush me with dh?l needles.

'I.- insurt wheh we 39.1' back hone 'I'. rvis‘ﬁ res:nrch
some Veterinarians in our area. 1'.’1-1 not sa ing
Tm &t\cihﬁely going to make the switch, but T

do want to see what n)f o?‘h’o‘ns are.

Aﬁer +Jne Ve+*s, Dud s?ehﬁr some time +r},'ih3 +o
3e+ ‘I"nc gum out of ‘H\e sunroof wH‘l‘. & PoPsiclc
S‘h'n:k. But i+ was +oo mess?! o.h& t\rehi'uu."?l ‘\:

SHVE U'P.
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JANAUL| di

AN TIVAN

Dad didn't like not being able 4o close the sunroof,
so he drove around +I’yih5 Yo find a mechanic who
could fix it. But hobod?‘ he talked to would do it
for under a hundred bucks.

So Dq& went fo a Sr'ocer?l store qh& boush‘r Some
celloPEdhe and duct tape, and he fashioned his
OW suhr‘omc.
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T think Dad was Pra-Hy ?rouJ of himself for
saving mohe?f oh repairs, esPec.’aHPJ when i+ started

to rain and his homemade sunroof held up-

But after a while the ceﬂo?}mh: started ﬁllihs
with water and 5035.

E.veh'l‘uauy, the whole 'ﬂ\fhs gave way, and for
once 1 was 5|d& 4o be sitting in +he back.
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We ?arked uhder an overpass and waited for the
rain to clear up while Muhh?r and Rodrick chuhsed
into some dr?- clothes.

T}\e ‘h'i? was a total disaster up +o ‘I'}\is Poih‘l’,
and even Mom was ru&y to admit it.

She said i+ Probal:il}' wasn+ suc}m 4 Sm& idea o do
e\rer?(ﬂ\ihs nccor&fh& +to +}~.e masaz.fr-.e ; and 'i'hu‘i'
if we switched "r’nihas up a little, md.)/i)e we_could

turn +‘ne +r|'P d.rouh&.
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Mom said that from then on, wed g wherever
the road took us and we'd make decisions as a
FAMILY a|oh3 +he wa.?(. She said the rest of
—ﬂ\: +ri? cauH {'ae |ike ‘H'm;e Cl\aas: Your Own
A&V:h‘i’urc imoks.

1 always liked those books, because on e\'ery page
fou 3e+ +o make a &etisioh 'i‘!na.-l' chah&:s *I'}\e s+or7.

_,..-"-________-__"—\——____
m The ancient statue has a

ﬂ‘ | priceless gem in its eye
& | socket. The inscription at
q the base of the statue

reads STEAL FROM ME
AND PERISH. What do

you do?
-T-
"E}W If you pry the gem from

the statue, turn to page 40.

If you stop and pet the
kitten, turn to page 23.

93

=

'n\e ?roH:rr- 15, 'I: hever seem to rr-u.kc 'I':i\e r.’noir.es

‘}’nd.‘l' 3:1' me to a hd??)( :hclihs.
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T fact, it seems like no matter WHAT choice T
make, it's nlwu.fs the WRONG one.

When you step onto the
dais to pet the kitten, the
ground beneath you gives
way, opening into a deep
chasm.

You fall to the bottom and
die. Better luck next time!

The End

T wasnt so sure about Mom's new a?Prouc}‘., bt T

fisure& nhfl‘hih& was an Fm?ra\.'ttmeh+ as ioh& as I
didn+ 3e+ bit b‘y nh?( more ?Jas.

A-H'er ﬂ\e rainstorm ?aSSI:d, we 301’ chl'-’. in -H\e
car and gave Moms idea a +r'>(. Wheh we r'edc.'he&
our first intersection 3 She asked eVer}(or\e if we

should turn r.'g,!.-q-l' or lef+ or 90 s+rni31'\+.
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So we held a vote. Me and Rodrick voted +o turn
r53h+, and thats what we did. Ahd w’neh we 301‘
+to ANOTHER intersection, we voted again, and
this time we turned LEFT.

We drove into this little town that had two
restavrants, and after we voted, we went to one
-ﬂw.-l‘ e.'nde.d vp }\d\fihs —H\e bes+ u??le. ?ie I'w. ever
tasted in my life. Tn fact, it was so 300& we
ordered a SECOND one.
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Mom was reull?' ?hased with herself for coming up
with this new aFFrouch and said she was gohha
write in +o “:anﬂ?' Frolic” and +ell THEM about i+.

The ohlr person who WASN'T havihs a Sood
time was MANNY, who still seemed vpset about
the P9 Mom keP'f the leash on him even while we
were en'i'ihs, +o make sure 5ne clr'dhti‘ -fr)( and run

qwq?( nsnih.

After lunch, Mom asked me 4o take Mdhh)( to the
IJd.-H\r'oom, which ohi}-‘ had one toilet in it. So T
waited outside for him to do his business.

Mnhh)t was in there for a whilc, and 'I: started +o
wonhder what was '}u.kihs, him so |c-h3.
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4 % -ﬁhaﬂf o?ehed the door, and he was GONE.

Luckﬂy , Dad saw Mann)f ﬂ\roua’n the front
wih&aw of ‘H‘\e restavrant and scoo?:d Hm up
before it was +oo late. Pecause if i+ }-.nclr been
ahother minute or two, who knows HOW far he
would ve gotten.
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We 9ot back in the van and Mom s-h'u??ed Mahh?'
into his car seat. When we got 1o a s+o?h5h+,
everyone ngr‘e.ed +hat we should g0 lef+, and we
waited for the 1[35;\'{‘ +o chnhs,e.

When it turned green, Dad s-’re??eJ on the 99s,
but a car came out of how}\ere and TOTALLY
ran the red ligH'.

Dad laid on the horn, but the driver Just kt?‘f
on 3oih3.

Then another car ran the 1-'35:1'1', and then
ANOTHER. T+ was like hol)o&}f even NOTICED
that the iiaH was red.
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Dad was 3a++-'h3 ?re-H)f frustrated, and when he
saw a gap between two cars, he put the Peddl to
the floor and 'nuns a left.

D cht‘“ ‘j

We barely sc*ueeled in front of the NEXT car,
which ALSO ran the light.

When T locked back at+ the car behind vs, T
noticed Some‘ﬂ\ihs weird. There was a li+tle ﬂnﬂ oh
either side of the hood.
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Mom noticed the 'ﬂnﬂs, too, and she got renily
vpset. She said the vehicles behind us were part of
a FUNERAL Proc:ssFoh.

She Ex?lnihc& that &urfhﬁ a funeral, cars are
allowed o g0 H‘n’ous}'\ red lia}x‘fs on their way
from the church o the r.eme-rer?( so H-\e?' can all
stick +oﬂe+\war. And now wed gohe and cut off
the line of cars.

Dad was getting ?ahici:}' that all the cars behind
our Vdn were how 'Fonowihs US, and he +ried +o

thdke. +hem of f our tail IB?' makihs a few unCLZ furns.




T+ didnt work, ﬁ\oua}'\. Dad said he was gonna
get back on the Hshway and +r}; o lose the cars
THAT \-«r-cl.}(J but Mom said the LEAST we could do
was L'm& +"\e Peo?le behih& vs to +5ne tem-i'er)(.

So Mom v?ed "CENE‘fE'I"?l" nto the GPS. and

there was one J'us+ a few blocks dwd.?(.

JUNTRY 182 RESULTS FOR "CEMETERY"
QUIET MEADOWS | 0.5

RESTFUL OVERLOOK| 7.2
PEACEFUL VIEW 7.9
PLEASANT HILLS 9.3

1

We drove +}~.ra4.-35n +}~.e 30.1':5 d.hcll ?arked alah& -I'he
side of the ?aﬂm. E.\rer)mhe who was -Fo"owihs us
301’ out of +}1cir cars, but ﬂ\e?z ser.mecl r.oh-l-rusccl.

One |oo'f. at +5ne sraVES‘i'oh:s and it was clear whn‘f
had haP?ehe&. A??drethly, the GPS +treats all
cemeteries the same, and it had taken us 1o a

PET ce.me’rer};.
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Luckﬂy, Dad got us out of there before ﬂ\ihgs

got u5'|)x.

CREE

™ Mm
P LA

A-F-I'er es:n?ihs wf"rh our lives from ‘i'Jhe ?e-!'

temﬁ'er}(, e\fer?!oh!: decided it would be best +o
Juﬁ ?nck it in for the rﬁsh‘h So we found a
hotel a few miles o\wq?( and got a room on the
seventh floor.
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Dad wasnt comfortable leaving all our stuff in
the van, since someone could get in +’nr‘ou3]'\ the
sunroof and steal whatever -H\e?i wanted, so we
had 4o +ake EVERYTHING into the hotel.

I

il

ﬂ\is morhihs Mom wnh‘l’tci to kee? Soihs wH‘“.
‘ﬂ\e Choosa Your Own A&V:h‘l‘ure quh. I was

s+qr+ih3 +o wonder if i+ was Sur.h a srtd‘l' idea,

since it almost got us killed yes-htrdu?(, but Mom
was sticking with it.

She srnbbe& a bu‘nch of bron:hur'es from ‘ﬂ*.e front

desk and br‘oush‘l‘ H\:m to breakfast so we could
-ﬁsure out whcﬁ' we wanted to do for the c{*n}(.
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There were nd‘unﬂy TOO mah}( r::-P‘l'iohs, and

mbod‘y couH agree on w’na.‘i' +o c.Jro.

Dad wanted to take an a.uwclny 3-.;5&:& tour of a
Civil War battlefield. Mom wanted +o ge to +he
btdd’\. Ah& Roc{rir.k wdhﬂ& to go to ‘r’ne electric

Sui'hir museum.
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What looked like the most fun to ME was a Plnce
called Soak Central. We went o a water Fnrk

LAST summer but 301’ rained out, so 'I. ﬁsur:&
‘},i'qis would Hﬂkt up for it.

But Mom rencl +}\roush +}~\e br‘a-:.\wr: nhd Sau'd Sonk
Central looked "artificial” and that +he whole

?oih+ of +his +ri-|': was Yo AVOID ?laces like that.
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Since hobodr could agree oh nh?(-ﬂ\iha, Mom said
she was makihg an executive decision and that
we were going to the beach. Dad didn+ com?iaih,
because I'm sure he was 'ﬂ\ihkiha +5nd.+ if we were
going to the shore, he mish-l' o.dua.l'ly get a
chance +o use his BOAT.

'I..Jm ren"y‘ not r-wr.\\ o{: [ benc‘\ person m?(sahf.

Whenever we go +o one, we bring a blanket and
sFreaJ i out, then sit there for the whole &a)f.
And you can+ renll?; 90 nh?fwhe.re , because ;mu're.

worried someone will take ywr‘ sPo-r.

'ﬂ\e last +ime we went to 'I"(\c bcnc}. 2 Dad f:-rous,!;d'
‘}’ne ‘mr? !‘\e uses Yo cover ‘I'he boat so we'& ]w:wz

more room 1cot' our fnrnﬂy dhd all our S‘l'uﬂf.
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But the +o.r? was at LEAST 4wice the size of our

old b|uhke+, and i+ took vp 4 ton of space on
+5ne bcach.

Not +o mention the fact that it's made of
PLASTIC, so with the sun Benﬁhs down, it
was like sitting in a -Fr}(r'hs pan.

T+ was ESPECIALLY emﬁarrnssihs when +he
rest of vy -Farm'l)t went to 3r'n.|:- lunch on the
banrdwqik mn& ',]: }*.m.lr to ,nqhs bn—:k on +}\e 'hil"?
b}! m)»‘sr.w 4o watch our stuff.




So T wasnt real excited about going to +he beach,
esPeciaH?e since T knew Dad had his boat tarp
with him.

'ﬂ\e benc}‘\ wds a -few hours' Arive d'hrd?‘, S0 I
decided +o take a hap uvntil we got there. And
believe me, with all the Ju'nl: Pile& up in the back
of +}\e minivan, i+ wash + easy.

T woke up when the van slowed down. T +}*.ous,!n+
we were at the beach, but we hadn+t even gotten
to the bridse ?lﬁ. T+ seemed like everyohe had
ﬂ\e same idea WE did.

WONK HONNy gEEEEP Q:

i rembiion ibidis
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When we were about a qumr‘ker of a mile from
the bridse., T could tell Dad was starting to
se'!' nervous.

He HATES bridges, because for some reason he
3z+s dizzf w}\ehe\.'zr 5[\: hus +o drive over one.

The bridge to the beach is one of those kinds
that's reo.ﬂ)! high above the water, and T'm sure
Dad wasn+ Iookihg forward +o be-’hs stuck on it
for the next half hour.

Mom told Rodrick HE could drive. So we Pu“e&

over and everyohe switched seats.
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Dad +ook my ?lace in the back so he wouldn* see
the bridge out the front window, and T moved +o
the middle row.

When Rodrick got in the driver’s seat, he ook
advantage of Dad’s radio rule and blasted l\eav?r
metal music. And T could +ell that wasnt helPihs
Dad’s nerves.

?

>

We were oh|?l going about three miles an hour.
'J:‘i' looked like we were gohna be stuck on ‘i"ne
I:iricise even |ohg,er +han I ex?ed'cd, S0 '_I: o?chcti
+he bnﬁ of cheese curls Rodrick I:-ousl'\‘l' at the

rocery store.
grocery
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There was a seuaull sitting on the bn’dae ruiiihﬂ
next to our minivan, and it looked r‘iaqﬁ at me.

b d
—~
B e B it e
i, e P, o
= A s
; ey

]: guess 'I. kind of fel+ sorr?( for it, so ]: +ossed

a cheese curl out of the sunroof. T have 4o say,

I was ?rcﬂy impr‘esseé wl'\eh +}~.e sed.suu cuus\'ﬁ
the thing in midair.




T was about to throw i+ ANOTHER one, but
Mom s‘mPFed Mme.

5}\: sni& sedsu"s are red”?( ns&r:ssi\re; dh& Sf\fihs
them "Fea?le food" is a bad idea.

She was rish'f about the "assressi\re“ -i'hihs,
because two seconds later +he sen&-..-" was on top

of +}~.z car, and ?mu could tell i+ wanted more food.

I ‘I"N.rcw a.hoﬂ\er’ one at i+ to +r7 and mnl’.e it
g0 nwo.?f, but -1-’.-\: sang,u" I}obbleci ‘1“1& c.hees: curl G
which fell riﬁh'} back into the car.
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That's when +5nih3$ got BAD.

“The seagull hopped down INTO +he car and ate
the cheese curl off the floor.

For a second, everyone was in a state of shock that

da seasu" was in our Van, and hobo&f moved a muscle.

Ti\e SNSUH Sﬁunwk:d a few +imes ah& ‘H\ch +ried
to ﬂ)! back out 'H*.c wu.?’ it came in. But it missed
the o?ahihs I:'PJ about 4wo feet and smacked into

‘?“ht l'm{'ﬂ.
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Then i+ Just went wn?le+e|y huts, ﬂ?(ihs
around and crashing into the windows. E.veryohe
was in a total panic, and feathers and cheese

curls were e\.‘eryw!ner‘e.

Then the sea5u|| got sree.d?‘ and sra.bbe& +he bas
of cheese curls off the floor. But T Shdssi!& it
and held on for dear life. E..\.'eryohe wds yellihs at
me o let go of the bas, but T wasnt giving in.
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Fihnily, +he senguil. beat me in our hs-of-war and
flew s+rui5h+ vp +hr'ou5}\ the Suhroo'F, 'I'akiha +he
cheese curls with it. But the se.-:&su“ didnt aet far
wi‘r’n -H\e 545.

Abou‘i’ ﬂ‘\ree—qunr‘fers of the cheese curls ended
vp BACK in the minivan, and from there it was a
+otal h[sh-fmnre.
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A few of the samsul.ls flew vp front, and Rodrick
got so freaked out he hit the 9as. When the
birds fihn"y cleared out and +Hh35 settled down,
we had a whole NEW ?roHem to deal with.

Believe i+ or not, +he ?eofﬂe in the car that we
rear-ended were n-:.‘l'ud.lir Pre‘Hy hice.

I-f wdas 4 man nh& ’nis wi-Fe, nn& -’rhey sae.mecl +to
understand i+ was an accident. So -H\e‘y exchnh{:}ed
insurance information wH‘l\ Dad " and ‘H\e ?oﬂce

didnt even need o get involved.

5 7 X nh?('?’nihs GOOD came out of the accident, i+
was that it so'f us out of goihg 4o the beach.
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“The BAD news was that now our van wouldn+
start, and we had to wait an 11’\\::tur‘ for a tow

truck 4o come.

All the +raffic went down to one lane, and that
didnt make us too PoPuidt’ with +the ?ao?le -I'ryihs

to cross the bri&se.

ﬂ\e 3«-?’ at ‘ﬂ\e auto ranir' shoP said we cracked
+he radiator and i+ was gonha take at least
four or five hours to fix it ﬂ'm-i' meant we
needed o find Some‘l’\‘xins +o do for the rest of
the &n‘y.
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When we s-haPPed outside, T was ?re++>« shocked
to find out we were ohly two blocks away from
Soak Central, which is where T wanted o go in
-’r’ne FIRST ?ince.

O o
OA

s

T BEGGED Mom 4o let us 90 +here while we were
wai‘i'ihs for +}\e van o 3:‘1‘ fived.

y
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She said s}\e would rather we did sor-.eﬂ*.a'ha
“wholesome” like go toa local L‘I:-rnr}l, but this +ime

s’ne was auﬂoﬁ& four 4o one.

163



So we walked +o Soak Central and ?m’& for tickets
at the gate. Then we got a locker and put in all
the stuff that we didnt want to get wet.

We dﬁdhsﬂ-d into our bd'l"'\iha suits and met outside
*I'!ne restrooms. I+ was SUPER crowde&, and
+here was ho way we were gohha find five lauhae
chairs all ‘I'asei‘her. We :‘-reh'l'ud.“f found ONE
chair with o few broken straps, and Jur—-?ed our
towels and the rest of our stuff on it.




Mom and Dad s+d.?'ed back with Muhh)(, so me
and Rodrick were on our own. But Mom said she
wanted the two of us to stick +ose+her.

We went to the giaht wave 'Pool first, but there
were about a BILLION Peo?le in it
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Rodrick su&sesﬂé we ?ln?! Hde-nhd-suk . but
wH”n all ‘|+.e ?mFlc and rafts in 'Hw: Poc-| = ',I:
knew i+ would be im?assibh for the seeker 4o find
+he hider.
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T said to make i+ FAIR, the hider couldn® swim
vnderwater. T didn+ renﬂy trust Rodrick not o

:%ecﬂ', but he. came up with a wa}* to make sure ‘H’\e
hider followed +he rules.

Rodrick got a paper ?lace mat from the snack bar
and said 'H-\e Hder had o kee? t dr?( +o prove he
didn+ 90 underwater. And T have 4o a&nﬁ, T
was ?re*H?I Irn?ressed 'ne came up wH"n +ha+ all on

hp's owh.

et

o h——
Iy [SNACK

'I.. volunteered o be 'I'}\c first Hder and found a
spot at the far end of the ?oo' where T knew
Rodrick would have trovble 'Fl'hf:lihs me.
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What T DIDN'T know was that Rodrick had
written Some-l'hihg on the ?Lace mat before giving

it to me. Uh-Foﬁ'uhn‘l'cly, e\reryohe AROUND me
noticed before I did.

\‘J’nq‘l' "\E wrote wouldbc been chl ehoush on its
OWN, but the m’ss?elled word somehow made i+

WORSE.
KT/L)
LY

T dm not
warirg a
— T boathing suit T

=
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And even MORE embnrrassihs was when the
|E~Fe.3unrc| got down from her chair and told me T
had +o get out of the Poc-|.

When i+ comes +o Rodrick, Tve gotta learn never
to 4rust him. ESPECIALLY at water parks.




T was done with Rodrick after the Plo.-:e mat
thing and didnt care if Mom said we needed o
stick ‘roe,e-l'he.r‘. T lef+ him behind and went 4o a
waterslide *17 mysne.!f.

T hadnt realized how long +he line was until T
got halfwnf vp +he stairs. But b}f +hen a ton
of Euovl: were BEHIND me, and "H'ﬁtl"t was ho
+urhih3 back. So I wds ?qcked in wH'.h 'I'h:s:
?eo?ie wnhil T got to the top.

'I.‘I' was red.llpf ho'}, and Peo?lc were S‘I'nr'l*ihs +o
3e+ nsi'l'u.‘l'ui l:f how slow ‘l'l'\: line was mavihs.
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Then the kid right behind me poked the lo.d?( in
FRONT of me in the butt with a Pnol noodle,
and she -I'houSH it was ME.

So then T had her BOYFRIEND +o deal with.

T rtully didnt want 4o get into a +“£3¥.+ over
sor-ae‘r!'\ihs like this, but 1ucl:i1); it didnt come o
that. We were at the top of the stairs, and i+ was
time to go down +the slide.

Uhfar‘ruha-l‘el?, the raft was a four-seater, which
made ﬁmihgs Fre-Hy awkward on the ride down.
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'ﬂ\e slide tm?‘ﬁecl out into an area where +5:1ere
were a ton of rd-F+s, w’nic’n was 3reu+ becavse i+
ste me a chdhce +to H&e from ‘l+.n+ woman dhd-
her ba}({riehd. T went around the Idl?F river +wice
to make sure IH los+ ﬂ'\am.

-I-':! had ehoua’n with the water after ‘Hnu.‘l', 5o T.
wen+ I::d.r.k +o our |ouh3e c}\dir +to St‘l' rny do‘l’]‘\es.
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But the chair was GONE, and all our stuff was
|yih5 in d ?iht on the srouhd.

T found the rest of my {um'ly at the shack bar
getting lunch and told them what happened with

our |ouh3¢ chair.

I
=

Mom Sdic{ it wouHh"l' be }\nr& to ﬁsur& out 'wl'\c:
TOOK i+ because of the broken straps.
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We sFreo.d out 1o look for it, and T searched +he
ared bf the wave Pool.

Sure choush, our |ouh3e r.hm'r was +!.'\:re. But 'I
couldnt BELIEVE who was SITTING in it.

T don't know what the odds are of running into
+he same FeoPle again and again, but this was
starting to get RIDICULOUS.

T -ﬁsur‘e& it was best o JuS‘l‘ let +he Beardos
HAVE our |ouh3¢: c}\cﬁr and not make it into a
IJES deal. So when T cdu&*ﬁ back up with mr
Fum'ly, T pretended T didn+ have any luck
'Fihdihs our C*‘\dir'
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B?( how our food was getting cold, and we still
didnt have nhywhere to eat. We e.\reh-lw.ll?f found
d ?hm: 1o sit behind the snack bar.

E-'.'eryohe seemed reud;,' to leave after that.
Mom asked for the l:ey +o the locker so she could
3?.‘1' our stuff. But i +o|<:| her ._[ &i&h,‘f HAVE .

She Snicl she ha& 5.'Veh me 'H'se kc};, but I "‘Ul'htd‘
both Focke‘l's of my IJn.‘I'hihS suit inside out to
prove ﬂ".?.;,t were ern?‘!?!.

W



T was Pr‘e-Hy sure shed Siveh the ke?( to
RODRICK, but he said HE didnt have i+, either.

E.Very{'md?! searched themselves for the ke?‘, but
we all came vp :m?‘lyrhah:le&. This was a HUGE
?roblem, because Mom and Dad’s cell ?hahes and
wallets were in 'H\url' |otkcr’; 50 we coul&h"l' leave

until we found it.

We went o an emFlofee at the front counter and

+old him we lost our key.

But when he asked w’nu.‘i' our locker number was,
none of us could remember. T]\ET'E were hundreds of

‘?’ntn, and 'H\E:/ all looked exd:ﬂy 'l"'\e same,
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He said the locker number was written on the ke?u
but of course THAT information wasn+ getting

us nh)(wh:re.

The 9vy said the °h17 ﬂ\ihs we could do was -h’)/
and FIND +}\e ke}(, 50 we S?IH' up and retraced

our S"fE?S across ‘H\e water Pu.rk.

Rodrick went to the wave Pool where we fdd}fzd
hide-and-seek, and T went to the |d1.?' river but
didnt have nhy luck.

DTz o (ge=

When we met back vp, hnbocly had found the ke?(
Mom said rr-n)rl.'?: we nc—:i&eh‘h“}f ‘H\r'ew it nwn?l
after we ate, 50 we clus +hrou31~. '1'!'\& +rn5}~. hedr

wl'\ere we sat.

176



Mom said we should all concentrate real hard and

4ry to remember w}\ic}-. locker we ?u+ our stuff in :

and when T did, T could s:.-&&ehl?( see it clearl)f n

rn?! mind.
i s

T +old Mom, and we went s‘rrd.igH to locker 929,
Sure ehoush, it was locked, and there was no ke7
in the door.
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We went back o the vy at the counter to el
him which locker was ours, but we had to wait a
|oh3 time before we could get his attention.

When we told him our locker number, he got out
+he master kef and walked over to number 929
wi’r’n us. But b}( ﬂw: +ime we So‘l' -I'here. - +}1e key was
back in +he slot and the locker was EMPTY.




‘ﬂ-\ﬁ meant someone had found our l:ey and
STOLEN all our stuff.

Then T thought of ANOTHER possibility: When
the Beardos took our louhse chair, ‘H‘\e?' mustve
+aken our KEY, +oo.

T decided to +ell Mom and Dad all about +he
Beardos and how -H-\ey Prol:o.bly stole our stuff 4o
stﬁ Some ?qyback on me. Then T took them to
the area where T last saw them sitting.

But {)‘y +he +ime we 30'1' there 7 +}~.e?i were GONE.
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T was worried -Hw.ay hi3h+'ve n!rend?( lef+ +he
park, so T ran 4o the front gate. And sure
ehoua’n, the Pur‘?ie Vah wds Pu“ihﬂ away.
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T KNEW +hat Fam.'l}( was bad news from the
I)esihhihs i but T never -i‘houah-l‘ 'ﬂ‘\t}! were cu?able
of THEFT.

Dad uvsed the ?hohe at the front desk +o call +the
?oliac, but H‘\e cops said that thcuﬁ' a license
?laﬁe number i+ would be ren”)! hard 4o 4rack down
our stolen stuff.
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Tf there was ::m?»r GOOD news about our situation,
it was 'I+m+ -ﬂ\: ke?' to the van wasnt in ﬂ\.e

|ocker; because i+ was back at +he me-:hahicis.

So we walked to the auto repair shop, where

the mechanic was se"l'"l'ihg ready +o Pu+ in a new
radiator. He told Dad it was gonna cost almost

three hundred dollars, but Dad +old him he
couldn+ pay becauvse his wallet Jus+ got stolen.

Dad told the mechanic he'd mail him a check the
second we 30+ ‘\arﬂe, but +}~.e 3"7 said 5;\: couldnt
+ake an "LO.U." He said what he COULD do
was put some sealant on +he busted radiator,
which would last a da?( or two before i+ wore off.
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But the mechanic said we'd have to run the heater
inside the van at full blast +o keefa the engine
from o\*er}\ea'ﬁns. He said it mish'l' sound t‘t"d.?.?‘ ,
but it ac‘l‘uu"y works.

Mom and Dad talked i+ over and decided we should
just drive the van all the way home. We didn+ have
any money or a Pl‘\&h&.‘., but we DID have a full +ank
of gas. Dad ﬁsure& i we drove s+ra.i3’n+ ﬂ\roush )
we d get back at about 3:00 in the morhing.

Mom seemed PFE'H}I sad ‘l’\\e ‘h’l'li) was SE'H'EHS cut
short, but 4o be honest, T was kind of relieved.

W’neh we so-i' n ‘H*.e Vah, Pa& +urhed up ‘H\e hen‘i‘
JUS‘]‘ like the mechanic told him 4o, and within
about ﬂ'\ir‘l?! s:-:ohcls it was a }wn&rc& dcsre:s

ihsi&e 'I'he car.
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Mom O?ehecl all the windows vp front, but it was
like « FURNACE w}mcr: I Was siHins, since ‘I'}\e
windows back there dont open.

T 4old Mom T didn+ think T could make i+ all
+he wo.?( Nome without cl'yihs of heatstroke, but
she said T'd be fine as long as 15 s-i‘n?(ed hy&ra’re&.
Then she 5°+ +wo cases of water out of the boat
and broush-l' +hem into "r}xe Vdh.
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We headed out onto the highwu?f, and T went
"ram‘ous"\ four bottles of water in the first hour.

I ‘I'rie:;l +o {nll qsleeP to make ‘I'}\e ‘h’i? g0 -Fns*fen
but I 301’ woken vp whch sombo:{y S‘I'nr‘h:&

hohthﬂ 'H'\eir 1i‘w::rlr'\.

'ﬂ’\e ?mﬂe in ‘H‘\e car next to us were wn\fihs ‘l'}“\eir

arms anhd +r)tih3 to 3E+ our attention.

ARLE

B

When T looked behind vs, T was surprised to see
+5na.+ H‘\e +an oh the boat was loose and -ﬂd??a'ns

around in -H‘m wih&.

And everything INSIDE +the boat was flying OUT.
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Cars were swervfha lef+ an& rFs}\-i' +r'>(ih3 +o

avoid our stuff -ﬂ}'ihs through the air. B?: now,
Dad hnd seen w}\rﬂ' was Soihs onh in ‘I'}mr. rearview
mirror, and he Pu“ed over to the side of +the road.

We S?eh‘l' +he next two hours wn‘kins down the
hishwuy‘ ‘I'r)/ihs 4o recover all o{: our S'l'mcwc. But we
had +o gve up when i+ 30+ dark.
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Once we 301‘ back to the van, we sorted ﬁroush
the ‘r!m'hss we had collected. T4 say T found
about two-thirds of the clothes T'd ?acke& for
+he rip, but Mom said there were whole BAGS

‘}5na.+ were rnEssina.

W’na-l' was REALLY gross was ﬂm‘i’ a few of
+he items we Picked up werent even OURS.

Rodrick found a Fa.’r of underwear that was as
stiff as cardboard.

Once we got back in the car, Mom said we needed
Yo start -H-\ihkihs about eating. Rodrick wanted +o
open +he ?ackdge of cinnamon rolls that was still
in the grocery bug, but Mom said -H\e?* hadnt been
refrisera-i'eé o.h& }\e'& se-l' sick if lne ate ﬂmem.
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Mom used +the GPS +o +r?' and find a Place +o
eat. But +he ohl;,f Piaces +hat were open at that
hour were fast-food restaurants, and Mom

wash + l\nﬂ;?' about +hn+.

We ended up ?uﬂihs over dat a rest s-h;? aiohg
ﬂ\e hishwa}f ”H\d'l‘ }w.:_l. a -Frie& ch?c‘:eh Plnr_e. Since
we Ji&h'-l' ’na\re dh}( cas}x or credit cnrcls, we ’nnd
+o scrounge nrouhcl on ﬂ‘\e floer of +}nz car for

loose c’nnh&e.

We came vp with three dollars and fifteen cents,
wlﬁic’n 'j: was ?rr:Hy sure wash+ even ehaus}\ to
3:+ a Jr’ums-ﬁck and a 1'\‘\551\.

Mom Sdid rnn)tbe 'H’\:}( "\n& a Valve menu wi‘ﬂ\ less
ex?ehsi\re items, so we Sa‘l' out o-r 'H'ﬂ: car nh&
walked +o 'H*.e restaurant.
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But when we 3o+ to the entrance, -H-\e doors

were locked. We could see workers inside, but

aP?nr‘eh'l'l?( at that hour the ohly +Hh5 open
was the clri'u'e--l'hr‘ou..-ﬂ’n.

We 301’ i:m.':k in ‘|+.e car a.hd +r|'ec1 ‘o enter ‘1'!1:
Jri\re—'l'hroush lane, but wi‘ﬂ\ +he bonh it was
‘oo 'I':'slfﬁ' 4 squeeze. So we H‘\nd o re?urk nhd go
ﬂ\rou\g"\ on FOOT.




We stood next to the menv and waited for
someone to come on the s?euker and take our

order, but no one did.

Dad said there must be some kind of sensor that
could detect the weight of a car, so we did our
best to 4rigger i+.

E.Veh‘fud.ﬂ}(, Somebody inside noticed us and opehe&
the &I’J\Jeﬂﬂ'\roush window.
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Mom asked what we could get with the money we
had, and the cashier said we could buy a small box
of chicken hu35e+s and a biscuit.

So we got that, plus a handful of barbecue sauce
Pucke-’rs. Then we went back to the van and s?!H'
up -H\e food five ways.

We Jrove wfar a ]-mhf hour or so, but 1:7 now it was
?re-H)/ obvious we werent gonna make it all +he
way home in one shot. So we were gonha have 4o

find a Place +o slea?.

We didnt have n.r-.)( mohe?( for a hotel, so Mom
tried to find a cnmPsi‘I't henr‘b}(.
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The closest one was +en miles in the opposite
direction, +hou3h. Dad said we were Just gonna
have 4o take the next exit, find a ?lace where we
could Park, and $|ee? in the car.

T was open o just about ah)ri'h;hg, as long as we
could urn the heater of f when we s+o??ec|.

But as soon as we took +’ne exit, it was clear wed

ma.de 4 mi5+nk:.

First of all, the road wasnt ?a\red. There werent
dh)( gas stations or stores or even uh}z houses.

There were JuS* +rees on either side of the rmd,

and no s+ree+|r'5}~.+s.




We drove for a long time, but +he road was
harrow and there wasnt a 300& ?lace to Pul! over.
T think everyane wads 3e+-h'h5 Fre'H'y sPaaked,
and eVeh'funH;f Mom told Pad we should Just get
back on the Hﬁhwn;;.

But Dad ke?+ snyins he was POSITIVE +hat
at o.'n?’ moment we were gohha -Eh& d sooc{ Pld.ce
to s+o?.

The farther we went, H-\oush, the more nervous
Mom became, because now even the GPS didnt

khow N}'\ET’E we were.

?

We saw some sishs vp u.’n:nd; dht]' we all 5o+
excH’e& ‘l'hn‘l' rnn)tbt we were Sr.‘i"l'ihs back +o

civilization. But we were wrong.
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Ri\glﬁ at the moment when zver?(ohe‘s nerves were
+o+ali); shot, there was a rea.ily loud noise.

Da& swerved off ﬂ‘se road 5 and our car came to

a S‘h)F n H\: mud.

T"l}t ears were rihsihﬁ, ah& I 1001:&4 u.rnuh& to 'h'?!
qhd ﬁsure out wl*.n'} hn& "\d??ehtd.
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G 2 ex?ec-ha& +o see broken alass e\rer?!where, but

the windows were intact, and there was some kind

of weird goo all over them.

Rodrick had +he 3003}( stuff on the back of his
head, and he was TOTALLY freaking out.

T still didnt know what was going oh, but then

]: |oake& in +!ne srocery bas, w‘\ich hn& shre&s of

+he cinnamon roll Packns: inside.

“The +ube had EXPLODED because +the ba.s was
s.‘++ih3 risl-ﬁ on 'hz? of one of the heater vents.
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But RODRICK didnt know that ?f:‘i'. He had
uhcook:r.lr cinnamon rolls all over ‘H‘\e bnck of th
head, and he ﬂ‘\ou‘g}ﬁ the Jouah was his BRAINS.

W’nq‘l' u?sr} Rodrick even MORE was when h: Saw
Mahhy‘ licking the stuff off his fingers.
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Once Rodrick ﬁgure& out what had }-\aPPeheJ
and calmed down, we cleaned vp the inside of the

minivan with some paper +owels.

'ﬂ\e.h Pu& +ur‘he& ﬂ-\e car :’.rouhd- d.hcl drove back
to -H\e Hg}nwa)r. _:"-‘\'I‘ -’r}\e next exit -’r}\ere wds d
SUPermu.rkrl‘ with an EN?17 Pdr‘kih& lot, so Dad
pulled in for the night.

We ohly had four redihihs seats in the van and
five ?eoPIe, so Mom volunteered Dad +o sim? in
the boat.

'I.- khow an was |ookih3 {orwnrcl +to usihs 1‘1{5 boat
on this -’rri?, but T'm guessing this was NOT what
*\L‘- %dd n mihd.




Mmﬂaf

T+ tock me a |oh3 time to fall dSlEC? las+ hish’r,
and I was woken up at about 6:00 in +'ne mor'hihs
w}\eh ‘I'he Srocer?( store er-s?lo)rees s+d.r‘|'e¢.Jr d.rrf‘-rr'hs

":‘Ol" worl: .

>
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B?r then the sun was vp and it was u.lr‘e.u.d}( hot
in the car, P|u$ we were all S'h'ci:y and miserable

from sieePihs in our clothes.

We wn‘ked over +to ‘ﬂ'\e 3:‘0-:&!"}( store 1o see if
ﬂ\:f& let us use +he f:'cﬁ'hr'aam to wash vp, but
‘1*511: manager snic{ ‘H‘.e store wou'&h’i' be open +to

customers for another two hours.
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When we were wnikiha back 4o the car, Mom said
we could use Mu.hh?"s bab?' wipes o get cleaned vp-
But then she realized she had uccideh‘!‘all?« locked
-ﬁ\e ke}ys inside the minivan.

There was HOPE, Hmush. The sunroof was sill
open, so Dad 4ried 4o FISH the f::)xs out of the
cup holder.
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After a lot of ‘rr?liha, he still couldnt get +he
ri\g\'\'l' angle. T+ looked like we were out of
options at +hat point, but then Mom susges-red
ma?({:e MANNY could get +he kc)(s out.

So Dad lowered Mdhh}{ ‘l'}\roush the sunroof b?(
his leash.

Once Manny was in the van, he took his sweet time.
First he went into the backseat and ate the +wo
barbecve sauce ?dcke-fs we ha& lef+. "n\eh he dus
Jr}\rous}\ oy duffel baa and found a Pack of Oreos
T—'d been snvihs Jus+ ih case.
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Mdhhy {ihull?( made his way o the front of the
car and so+ +he keys, but instead of o?eh-'hs the
door to let us in, he started +he engine.

Then he fiddled with +he knob on the stereo undil
he found a radio station he liked.

§3 THE ITSY-BITSY J
SPIDER CLIMBED UP
} THE WATERSPOUT ./}

nnnnn

{f‘.‘{lé

Al

Mom o.hcl Da& were Pouhdih& oh +’ne wihclows,
"H’?(ihg to get Mnhh)" to open the door. But
then Muhh}; put the car in DRIVE.

]: ‘I'\\.'hk unil ‘I'heh chr}mhe hn& -!:ar&o-i‘“l'eh ‘ﬁ\ari'
T*"'.qhh)( lnﬂ.d b:eh +rf|'h3 4o run a.wny . bccnusz we
never m::-ul&".'e mo.&e ‘ﬂ\c m'S‘h:kc of |e+'|'a'h3 Hm in
+he van b‘y himself if we had remembered.
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Li..-n:,kﬂ)(J Mahh}( wasnt all ehoush to reach the
gas Pe&al, because if he could, he wouldve been

|o'ns 3ohe..

T +think Mahhf knew his escape Plah was foiled,
at least for now. Mom 'Fi‘nallf convinced him +o
vnlock the doors and let us in.

Once we got going again, T started seeing some
familiar sis’fﬂ's out *ﬂ\e window ; because we were

bnsica"{\( retracing our Pa.‘i'h back home.

We were r.ornihs up oh H‘\e ‘own w’ner‘e we S?en‘!' ‘l"h:
firs+ hish‘l' of the +r‘i?, and when we quscé b? +he
motel wed stayed in, T saw the CRAZIEST thing.
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There was a Pur?le Van in the Purkihg lot.

)

T told Dad, and he pulled over. We ook a closer
look at +he van, and sure e.hough, it was the one
that be|ohsed 1o the Beardos.

That meant +h¢?( were s+o.7ih3 at THIS motel,
and were ?robnbly using Mom and Dad’s credit
cards +o PAY for it.

We Pdl’kEd' our car at ‘H\c sic{c of -H'\e buEHihs.

Dad said he was gohha call the cops, so he 30+
out 4o use the F}\ohe at the front desk.
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But 'H'\ir-’r?l seconds later Dad came ruhhiha back
to the car.

He sui& he Sdw ‘I'h: Benrdos 1cd‘-rih3 ‘P’n:ir room o
go Jowh to ‘I'}\e ?001, o.hd it looked like ‘I'\‘\tFr door
was left open.

Mom Sni:l we shau|c| S+i~:i’-‘. wH’n ‘I'hc ?lnn dhcl call ‘|+.e
?oliae, but Dad said +hat before we did, we should
do a little investigation of our OWN,

So we ALL got out and followed Dad +o the
Beardos’ room. Just like he said, the door was

OPEH a Cl'ﬁ'tk.

Dad hudﬂe& it open a lit++le WIDER, and we
?eeke& inside to see if dh;('ﬂ*.ihs of ours was
sitting ih ?|qi'n view.
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But we couldnt see ah?: of our stuff from where

we were s‘ro.hdihs.

Mom seemed Pre-l-ly uneasy about what we were
doing, but then Dad pushed +he door ALL the

wn?l open, and there was no turning back.

o

1/
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We couldnt find nhy'l'}'\ihe of ours, so if the
Beardos DID have ah)( of our stuff, "r!ney Prabably
carried it with them to the ?aol.

But as |r.:-h3 a5 we l\o.d 'H‘\r. run of ‘H\eir room, we
decided +o take full dc{\‘dh'l’u&t of it. T ﬁsured
it was OK since we were the ones ?“f-hﬁ for it.

T +hink Mom fel+ we were setting a bad exdm?le for
T"'-nhhy‘, so she took him out 1o the car.

But the rest of us werent finished. Me and
Rodrick +ook turns us.'hs ﬂme bni'hroom w’niie Dad
s+oo& wn‘h:h at 'I'jne er‘.

Then he went in and +old us +o be lookouts for HIM.
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We had ?ushe& our luck, 'I'haush. The SECOND
Dad shut the door to the ba.'i'hroom, T saw the

Bear’u.l.os :amihs our wa?‘.

Now, T love my dad and all, but T'm 400 YOUNG
to die. So T bolted, and Rodrick was r.'s}n-l-
be\\ihd me.

T wasnt there 4o SEE i+, but T'm guessing it
was ?reﬁy awkward when Mr. Beardo o?ehec] his
bathroom door.




Me and Rodrick got in the van and locked the
doors. T was ?r‘e;'H’)' convinced Dad wasnt gonha
make it out of the room alive and we were Just

gonna Kave +o go on without Hm.

Bu'l‘ Mom ?u"t‘,& 'H\B car arou'r'.ci to 'H‘n‘. ;I"oh'f G‘F
the motel, and when she did, Dad burst out of

*ﬂ’\e Bedr&asJ room.

Somehow Dad had Sa'l"l'eh the idea to Srnl} +heir
car szs on his wny out.
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Before he ao'l' in our car he chucked the l:eys into

some bushes, w’nic% boua’n-? us some time.

'I. ﬂ*.ink we mustve So‘r‘l'eh +wo miles down the
road before Dad even bothered +o ?un his Fdh'}s
back vp-

We high-ﬁ%& each other becavse we had tsmPed
with our lives. But in our rush +o get away, we
forsoﬁ‘ 4o turn on the HEATER.

And a few seconds later the RADIATOR
conked out.
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Mom had to cut across two lanes of traffic +o get
the van into the breakdown lane. But in the spot
where we ?uHeJ over, there was a broken bottle,

and we rolled r'f-slh-i' over it.

We got out of the car so we could c’nnhﬂe +he
tire. Dad oPehe& -’rhe back ha-h-.h to find his Jnck,
but uhfaﬁunn‘fd?’ ']: hq& +aken i+ out before we
lef+ for +he trip to make room for my PILLOW,

'n\e oh!y ‘ri‘n'hs we could &o at ‘I'}m‘r ?oih‘l' was wait
for }\eht: ‘o come.
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E.veh+ua|l?', d car Fu”ed over behind us, but when
it got closer T knew we were in {:-ES trouble.

T+ was a Pur?le van.

g(

T ﬁgured the Beardos r---'g\w’f -h'y to ram us with
their car, so T braced for impact. But the van
slowed down, and when the doors o?&hed, it

wash + +he Beardos at ALL.

'I:‘i' was Freﬂ'}( obvious that whoever these 3“}’5

were, -Hwey were here +o HELP.
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But -H'\ey didn't speak English, so we were having
trouble commuhicating with them. Mom and Dad
tried to act out what was wrong with the car, and
IJM sure the two 5“)’5 Jr’nouslﬂ m?' ?areh-fs had
:om?|e+e1>( lost their minds.

Then Manny surprised EVERYONE by speaking
in perfect Spanish.

SALUDOS, AMIGOS.
GRACIAS POR PARAR
A AYUDARNOS.




The conversation between Mahh?( and the two
quys lasted a long time, so L fiaured Mnhhy
was exPlaEhihS eVer)'-I-hihS that had l-\a??ehed oh
our 'l'rfP.

He mustve done a Sood J_ob makihs +he guys feel
sarr?l for us 3 because "r’ne next +hih3 }'ou knew :
‘H‘\:)f were of{en’hﬂ vs & RIDE. And T'm th?f ‘o
say +heir aFr-cahdi'Hohihs worked GREAT.

O TU CORAZON CANTA ¢
J PARA MI,MI AMOR {3

'_]: 'I"*.Jhk we nssumed H‘\ES: 3“}’5 were +nkih3 us to

a rr-echn‘nir. or Sameﬂwihs, but we were wrong.
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We shouldve realized that if MANNY was +he one

clofhs, all +he ‘i't:h”iihs,J wed end vp going where HE
wanted +o 90.

ILAKL I LAINYLD

PETTING ZOO

Sunday

Like 'I: said bh{m’t, Mom was rish'f about FESS
being smart. She had it house-trained within a
week, and the pig even knows a few tricks ulreu&)z.

M)»‘ ahl?l real carq?|a.in+ is that now T never get a
chance to watch my shows on TV, because the P9
has ﬁsure& out how o use the remote.

213



But Thm gonna le+ that g0, becavse T dont want
to se-’r bit a second time.

T+s +aken a while for e.\reryﬂ\ihs to get back +o
normal after the trip. Dad had to +ake a few
more clays off work 4o cancel all his credit cards

d.hcl 3e+ hew ches.

Ahd +omorrow Mom nh& Da& are SUP?OSE& +o g0

out dh& 3&+ new &ri\rcr's' licenses dhd ?}'\ohes.
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Our minivan's been at the mechanic since i+ was
towed. We gave the BOAT +o the drivers who
hehi'.'ed us out as a wn?! of 5"'7;“3 thanks, which
was nl:'l'ua")t Mom's suggestion.

0O oo, ||

Moms been Sd}'ihs +hat even 'I‘]'mousk our +ri?

didnt g0 +he way we Pluhhed, it was still an
adventure. She's been workiha on an article to
send in to "Family Frolic” that T seriousl}r }\o?e
does NOT get ?ublish:&.

MOH.S dISD b&th I""Idlk!'hﬂ a Stt’n?book; I‘-\hd 5}‘-& dSkEd

ever}(ohe +o contribute a souvenir to ?u‘f Ihside..
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T was going +hrou5}\ the clothes T wore on the
-h’i?, and when T Picke& vp m?r shorts, somﬁhih&
small fell out onto the floor.

T+ was the KEY from Soak Central.

ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&

T couldnt believe T had the kay all along. T+
+urhs out 1 was wrong about the locker number.
But I: shouH 3&*1' SOME credit for beih& CLOSE.

Now +lnu.‘l' I \‘uwe ﬂ\c 1'-'.:?!, I hn\'e a +ouslh
decision to make. 1‘? feels like a page from one of

+hose Choose Your Own Adventure books.

216



L -ﬁsure T have three basic choices: One, T

can tell Mom and Dad the truth and deal with
the cohsequences. Two, T can Eﬂnh‘!‘ +he ke)r in
RODRICK'S Jir'-%?r laundry and let HIM take

‘ﬁ\: blame. Or ‘H\r'e:, I cah -nus]\ ‘ﬁ'u: k:}( d-owh +\\e
toilet and -Fors:‘l' +!;\Es whoic ﬂ\:’hs ever thPehe&.

2

There’s a fourth opion that involves +he P9
but T havent worked out the details of THAT
one ye—l‘.

But like 'I. said {?e-Fore, w‘\ehe\rer’ 'I. l\n\re a
difficul+ choiqe +to r-'-nke, 'I. nq'm:ys seem to ?ick
‘}’ne wrohg ohe. Ahc!l whic}weh‘&r wq?( 'I: 9o }\ere, i*s
hard +o see ‘l'}\is S‘l'crf *\n\rihs a hn??y ehJFha.
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A family road trip is supposed te
be » lot of fun unless, of
course, you're the Hefflays, The
journey starts off full of promise,
then quickly fakes sever
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“In the publishing world.
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wimpy Kid s “One of the most successful
|d domination. children's series ever published.”

~Washington Post

“Diary of @
bent on wof
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